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§G-Our subscribers will recollect that two weeks 
since we forwarded the Index to Vor. VI, or Vor. 
LVI, of the fifth series, but by some unfortunate 
mistake we were made to say on the title page that 
the period embraced in that volume extends from 
«‘March 1838 to September 1838;” this is an error, 
it should read from March 1839 to September 1839. 
Subscribers preparing their volumes for binding 
will please bear this in mind. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

We are nearly two months without information 
from Europe. Vessels from there have had long 
passages, whilst those from the Mediterranean have 
had perfectly pleasant weather. One of which ar- 
rived at New York through the whole voyage ne- 
ver reefed a sail. We have later dates from Paler- 
mo than from Liverpool. 


The British Queen had a most tremendous pas- 
sage out, and anchored at the Nore on the 24th De- 
cember—the cabins forward of the paddle wheels 
all carried away—her hull all safe however. In 
order to refit, the owners detain her until the Ist of 
March. ~ 

The steamer President is to leave Liverpool for 
New York, on her first voyage, on the Ist he une. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

London dates to the 4th January, are brought by 
the ship Samson Steerges, arrived on the 1st inst. 
at New York. From France we have Liverpool 
dates to the 6th January, by the ship Galen, arriv- 
ed at New Orleans froin Havre, from which dates 
are to the 10th January. 


Very little political news is brought by those ar- 
rivals. The English papers are occupied with the 
approaching nuptials of their queen, on which oc- 
casion four of the ministers were to be elevated to 
the peerage: Lord Melbourne, by the express com- 
mand ofthe queen, lord Palmerston, the marquis of 
Lansdowne, and sir John Hobhouse, Lord Cla- 
rendon vas about to enter the cabinet. It was 
not ascertained in-whose place he would. be ap- 
pointed. ‘ 

The great agitator, O’Connell, was preparing a 
reply to the gueen’s speech on the opening of par- 
liament. The document, il was expected, would 
contain a virulent attack on the tories. 

| ne areassuming a more settled and 
agreeable aspect. It was expected that the Iucon- 
Vou. VIII.—81a. 1. 














) stant, 36, captain Pring, C. B. now on the Spanish 
2| main, will bring to England between 3,000,000 and 


4,000,000 dollars. ; 

London, evening of the 3d Junuary. -In the funds 
the improvement of consuls for the opening yes- 
terday afternoon, has been fully supported this 
morning, the current quotation being 92 3-8 to 4. 
Exchequer bills have risen also to 3s. prem.; India 
bonds to 5s. 3d. discount; bank stock, 177} to 178. 
The reduced three-and-a-half percents. have been 
at 99% to 4. The share market here has been 
favorably influenced by the buoyancy of that at 
Liverpool. 

The prices of cotton at Liverpool, as given ina 
commercial circular of the 6th, were 64d. a 63d. 
for ordinary Orleans, 7 1-8d. a 74d. for good to fine. 


Thesteam ship Liverpool had not arrived at Li- } 


verpool previous to the 7th of January; and it was 
thought she would not be able to leave Liverpool 
for Neve York as early as the 20th of January. 

The President steam ship. This stupendous ves- 
sel, (2,500 tons), was towed by the Caledonian 
steam company’s tug Caledonia, Reid, from the 
North Foreland to the Downs, a distance of fifteen 
miles against tide and strong breeze, in two hours, 
on her way to Liverpool. [ Shipping Gaz. 

Penny post. ‘The number of letters transmitted 
in the week ending the 22d December, 1838, from 
Dublin, was put in round numbers 100,000; under 
the new system, in the corresponding week of this 
year, they have amounted to 130,000, and with an 
increased revenue of fifty pounds. 

Exports. The official value of the productions 
of the United Kingdom exported in 1814, amounted 
to £34,207,253, and the real or declared value to 
£ 45,494,218; being an excess of profitof £11,- 
286,965. Inthe year ending on the 5th of Jan. last, 


4| the official value had increased to £92,107,898, 


and the real value had declined to £49,640,896; 

which, in proportion to the prices of 1814, ought 

to have been £ 122,206,839; which is a depreciation 

of £72,565,276, between the two periods. 
FRANCE. 

The king’s speech to the chamber of deputies ap- 
peared to give general satisfaction. The govern- 
ment was reinforcing the naval armament in the 
Mediterranean. ‘Two ships of the line had been 
sent from Brest to Toulon. 

. Havre, Jan. 10, 1840. AsT informed you in my 
letter of the 8th, our cotton market has assumed for 
some days pasta better aspect. Sales are active 
at an advance of 2 or 3 centiines over the pri- 
ces of the Ist. There is an advance of 3 cen- 
times.on ordinary to fair, and of 10 on the better 
qualities, About 10,000 bales were sold, of which 
6,000 was Louisiana cotion. Our stock is reduced 
to 56,000 bales, of which 43,000 is from the United 
States, 

The manufacturers are now contented with pre- 
sent prices. We feel likewise the influence of the 
good news received from Liverpool and Manches- 
ter, We received this morning our advices from 
Liverpool of the 6th inst. The market was active 
for the consumption of New Orleans cotton; prices 
were for ordinary to middling, 6 1-8 a 6 3-4—fair 
to good fair, 71-8a71-2. Stock on hand, 188,000, 
against 250,000 bales in 1839. 

We have heavy east winds which keep back ar- 
rivals; —when these change, we shall receive abun- 
dance of cotton, which will probably render the 
inarket, and prices unsteady—if the next advices 
from your side of the water inform us of a fall in 
prices, and new cargoes.” 

A letter from Havre, of the latest date, states the 
market to have slightly improved, and cotton quot- 


ed at an advance of three centimes on the prices of | 


the Ist. 

The price of bread, owing to an increase in the 
average prices of flour in the Paris market, has 
been raised to 17 sous the 4 Ib. for the first fortnight 
of January. 


In Afvica, marshal Valee was getting the better! 


of Abdel Kader. He had-whipped the old Arab in 
several battles, and broke the conrace of the barba- 
rians. The prospects of the French army had so 
improved, that it was thought necessary no longer 
to send reinforcesicnts to Algiers. 

The discussion of the answer to the speech of the 
king of France was epeved in the French chamber 
of deputies on the 7th of January. The draft of the 
addiess wes read on that day. The following pas- 
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sage relates to the hostilities which have lately 
taken place in Africa in the neighborhood of Al- 
iers. 7 
“The offences which have been committed against 
us must be punished, the enemy must be sinitten 
with lasting fear and his power must be abased. 
New troops have already passed the Mediterranean. 
The war will be pressed with a vigor which will 
abridge its duration. The chamber looks upon it 
as a pressing duty to furnish all the means which 
circumstances render necessary * * *. * 
After the victory, we doubt not that the government 
will occupy itself more, with the two chainbers, in 
devising the means of ensuring the safety and per- 
manency of the establishments which the govern- 
ment wish to retain in Algiers. atin ato aie 
Marshal Vallee to the minister of war. 
Belida, Dec. 31. A column, under my orders, 
attacked to day the troops of Abdel Kader, between _ 
the upper camp of Belida and the Chaffee. The 


enemy were completely put to the rout. Three 


flags of the Kalifai of Miharia, a piece of cannon, a 
great number of inuskets and the catsses de tambours, 
remain in our hands. | 
SPAIN. ; 
The intelligence from Spain is quit cheering. 
The Carlists chieftain Cabrera was dead, having 
been carried off by the typhus fever, The event 
it was thought would end the civil war, and restore 
peace to the distracted kingdom. 

The news from Madrid is to the 30th of Decem- 
ber. The ministerial press deny that there is any 
intention to displace Espartero as commander-in- 
chief, and maintain that the ministry are his firm- 
est friends, There was a rumor at Madrid, that 
the minister of the interior, who is not sufficiently 
devoted to the present retrograde policy of the go- 
vernment, would be dismissed. | 

The commission charged to examine the new 
tariffs had nearly concluded its labors. They were 
expected to report against any further extension of 
the restrictive system; in favor of the admission of 
raw cotton, with a small duty when imported un- 
der foreign flags; in favor of admitting cotton thread 
on payment of a moderate duty; in favor of allow- 
ing the introduction of mixed stuffs of which some 
proportion is wool, silk, linen or hemp, and in favor 
of the absolute prohibition of all other manufac- 
tures of cotton whatever. 

Senor Compuzano has published at Madrid an 
article under the title of prophecy, in which he 
attacks the policy of the present Spanish adminis- 
tration asa spurious system, which, under consti- 
tutional forms, is nothing but an absolute and arbi- 
trary government under which the condition of the 
people is daily growing worse and worse. He 
charges the government with corrupting the elec- 
lions, and predicts disturbances, which will either 
destroy the present institutions of Spain, or swee 
away those by whom these institations are admi- 
nistered. 

GERMANY. 

Prince Albert, duke of Coburg, the future hus- 
band of Victoria, with his father, left the castle of 
his ancestors at Coburg for London, on the 26th 
December, where his marriage is soon to be cele- 
brated. The society of the Casino gave him a ball 
before his departure, at which he was received by 
twenty young ladies dressed in while, with gar- 
lands of roses on their beads. The philanthropic 
society, also gave him a serenade. He expected to 
arrive in London about the 10th or 15th of January. 

Brussels, December 30. ‘The continued’ rains 
have excited fresh apprehensions for the dikes of 
the Senne. Every precaution is adopted, and men 
are stationed day aud night to watch the rising of 
the wateis. 

RUSSIA. 

Indisposition of the emperor. A letter from a 
correspondent of the London Times in St. Peters- 
burg, announces that the emperor Nicholas was, 
and had been for some days, severely indisposed, 
Our correspondent mentions that, “his majesty 
had previously become very melancholy~” if 

CANTON. , 

By the ship Talbot, capt. Story, from Cante 
November 6, the editors’ of the Journal of Com 
merce have received files of the Canton Regis 
October 29th. The report that the Englis 
Portuguese hed been driven from Macao isa 
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of the Chinese to cut off all provisions, had gone on 
board of the shipping at Hong et. | on the 26th: 
This chem gave rise to the report. All British 
ships had been required by the Chinese high com- 
missioner to come up to Whampoa, or to leave the 
country within three days. Capt. Elliott had, in 
consequence, issued an order requiring all British 
ships to proceed to Toung Koo Bay, for better pro- 
tection against surprise. The Americans were driv- 
fg, a ghee business. . | 
Nd i esi from Calcutta, at Baltimore, 
brings the following extraordinary information, as 
stated in the Baltimore American. 
_ “While at St. Helena, learnt from the officers of 
the ships Talbot and A pthorp, American ships both 
und to N. York, that the Chinese had attacked an 
American frigate between Whampoa and Lintin, in 
the night—taken probably for an English ship— 
when an action commenced between the junks and 
the American, in which it is supposed that 500 na- 
tives were killed. The town of Whampoa was 
; ckaded by the English and Americans conjoint- 
The above is probably an erroneous version of the 
following facts. : 

But captain Story says he learnt from an Ameri- 
can and an English captain, who said they were 
eye-witnesses of the whole affair, the following 
particulars: 

_ The difficulty between the British and Chinese 
was thought to have been settled, and that two 
British-merchant ships had gone to Whampoa, and 
were informed by the Chinese governor that he 
wished all the British vessels to come up and trade 
as they had done before, but a man must be given 






up for a Chinese killed in a village, some time. 


since by an English sailor. Capt. Elliott declared 
he would not give the man up, and immediately 
sailed for the Bogue, in the sloop-of-war Volage, 
accompanyed by another sloop-of-war, to stop all the 
other British vessels from sailing for Whampoa; capt. 
E. sent a letter-on shore to the cumshi, which was 
returned unopened. Shortly after, the Chinese gun 
and fire boats, to the number of 300, came around 
the ship, as was thought with the intention of an 
attack. They were ordered to leave the ship in 
thirty minutes, and if they did not leave in that 
time, would be fired into. No attention, however, 
was given to the order froin the Volage, and a 
heavy fire commenced from both sides of the ship, 
which resulted in the destruction of a number of 
their boats, and killing about 500 of the Chinese. 
They made no resistance, aud those that remained 
made off as fast as possible. It was the intention of 
capt. Elliott to blockade the port of Canton imme- 
diately. 

There was no American frigate in the Chinese 
seas in November. The Potomac and John Adams 
sailed for the Pacific in August. 

Accounts from China, by way of Calcutta, are to 
the 13th of November, and were brought bv the 
English ship Nymph, from Canton. The Chinese 
government presists in its policy of suppressing the 
opium trade. 

. At Macao it was reported that the English, aided 
by the Portuguese, had come to hostilities with the 
Chinese who were worsted with the loss of 21 men. 
All communication had been cut off between the 
Europeans and the Chinese, and all foreign trade 
interdicted except with the Americans, who were 
making large profits in consequence. 

. EAST INDIES. 

Java. A letter received at the North and South 
American Coffee House, furnishes some interesting 
particulars on commercial affairs. ? 

«The bank has not yet resumed specie payments, 
although supples have been received from the mo- 
ther country, and more are expected; and this, we 
trust, will soon enable that institution to redeem 
its paper, without any immediate prospect ‘Of a 
second drain; especially if the government should 
receive authority from the Hague to hold periodi- 
calsales of produce here, as the cheapest means of 
obtaining specie, and other funds they may require. 

‘A commencement has been made without au- 
thority in the case of a vessel to our address, which 
is now on its way to Samarang to take in a cargo 
of government coffee, purchased with dollars and 
bills of exchange on London, and at rates even 
somewhat lower than those obtained in the market 
for smaller quaatities of private coffee. 

We consequently look forward to a more ani- 
mated intercourse with the United States. Private 
Java coffee has been selling at 31f. to 32f. and Su- 
matra at 23f. per pecul. Sugar continues to be 
taken as it comes to market, at 13f. to 16f. accord- 
ing to quality. The stock at present ready for 
shipment consists of about 10,000 peculs. 

“Rice still remains much higher than we had ex- 

ected, and heavy shipments are going forward to 

urope, notwithstanding prices have materially 


given way there. Handsome white rice may be 
quoted 130f. to 136f. per 27 peculs. 

“Tin, since the government sale of July, has 
been resold in smail lots at 50f. to 51f. per pecul, 
and at present the market is quite bare. 

: MEXICO. 

Advices from Tampico, received at New Orleans, 
state that the federalist army, in retiring from be- 
fore Matamoras, did-so for the purpose of intercept- 
ing general Arista, who was marching to the de- 


men. The federalist army intercepted the detach- 
ment under general Arista, in the vicinity of Mon- 
tery.. A battle ensued, which resulted in the sig- 
nal defeat of the centralists. The particulars are 
not ascertained—only the general.results—that the 
government troops were overthrown and dispersed, 
or made prisoners. Arista effected his escape, bad- 
ly wounded with a rifle ball, and was retreating 
upon San Luis Potosi. A large body of the defeat- 


ed party are reported to have joined the victorious 
army. 


Cession of the Californias. The New Orleans 
papers speak of information received in that city 
rom Mexico, stating that negotiations are on foot 
between the English and Mexican governments 
for the cession of California to the former. The 
Bulletin of the 19th ult. alludes toseveral circum- 
stances which render such a movement highly pro- 
bable. The cession of the two provinces of Cali- 
fornia would give to Great Britain an extensive 
and valuable territory, in a part of the world where 
she has long been anxious to gain a foothold. It 
would secure to her a more desirable object still— 
a spacious range of sea coast on the Pacific, stretch- 
ing more than a thousand miles from the 42d degree 
of latitude, south—sweeping the circuit of the pe- 
ninsula of California, and embracing the harbors 
of that gulf—the finest in North America. 


In reference to this subject, the Baltimore Ame- 
rican says—‘*The vast indebtedness of Mexico to 
Great Britain is well known. Asa convenient 
mode of cancelling her obligations, nothing is more 
probable than thatthe former would willingly part 
with a territory which she cannot occupy, and to 
which, in the course of things, she could not long 
extend even a nominal claim. The policy of- the 
British government looks towards nothing more fa- 
vorably than to the acquisition of territory in differ- 
ent parts of the world. The possession of Califor- 
nia would strengthen her in carrying out her 
pretensions to the Oregon country, which she not 
only claims, but already occupies by the agency of 
trading companies. The whole coast of the Pacific 
would thus be in the grasp of a powerful nation—a 
nation that never lets slip an occasion of extending 
the limits of her domains. To make the Rocky 
Mountains the boundary of the United States on 
the west; to hold the spacious valley between that 
ridge and the ocean, running down to the bottom of 
the peninsula of California, thus possessing the 
seaboard, by means of which the commerce with 
China and the East Indies would be secured to 
English interests—this would be an attainment 
worthy of no small effort on the part of Great Bri- 
tain. That any foreign power would ever be able 
permanently to hold such a position we do not be- 
lieve—but it might cost much trouble to effecta 
dislodgement if once the possession is allowed. 


TEXAS. 

Advices from Texas to the 15th February have 
been received at New Orleans. 

The Texan navy is to be laid up and only two 
armed schooners retained in active service. 


any thing more than mere skirmishing betweer the 
federalists and centralists in the vicinity of Monte- 
rey. The federal leader Canales, having réceived 
word from his friends in Monterey, that the cen- 
tralists had received a reinforcement of 1,700 men, 
the order to retreat was given, and a complete dis- 
banding of the federalists followed without fighting, 
much to the disgust of their Anglo-Saxon allies.— 
Large reinforcements were said to be on their way 
to join the government troops in the state of Chi- 
)huahua, and report swelled to 20,000 men, the num- 
ber of Mexican troops destined to invade Texas. 
‘‘Filasola left the city of Mexico on the 23d of 
December, at the head of 1,500 infantry, to act 
against the federalists in northern Mexico, and 
with the avowed purpose of invading Texas. His 
reinforcements were ordered as follows: 


From Tampico, 1,900 
‘s Saltillo, 450 
«s Monterey, ( Aristas’ division), 1,800 
‘© Apomea’s division, 1,700 
‘¢ Canalizo’s division, 2,300 


‘** Troops from Santa Rosa on Chihuahua, 700 





§,850 


fence of Matamoras with a body of one thousand | 


One of the Texan papers denies that there was }. 








Texas notes were at a discount of 76 per cent — 
The amount in circulation was reckoned at $2,000,- 
000; but it was said no more would be issued. To 
supply the place of this paper, the government in- 
tended to issue bonds whieh were to béar interest, 
and to be sold for specie only; so that the treasury 
notes are only to be taken. for land or taxes. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman at Austin, 
Texas, dated February Ist, 1840, received by his 
friends in Fredericksburg: 

‘‘Information has just reached here, from the Rio 
Grande, that gen. Filasola, with an army of 9,000 
men, is on his march to invade Texas, after sub- 
duing a small body of federal troops now on the east 
side of the Rio Grande. The information is un- 
doubtedly correct, and we may calculate on a spring 
campaign. We will be well prepared to give them 
awarm reception. The same express brings the 
melancholy news of the massacre of three Texian 
officers (major Johnson, assistant adjutant general; 
lieut. Brown and Dr. Cochran), who were sent with 
despatches to capt. Ross of our service, who, with 
his men, had joined the federalists. They were at- 
tacked on their return by a body of centralists, who 
shot them down and then hung them on trees. We 
hope soon to have an opportunity of avenging 
them.” [Arena of the 25th ult. 


We learn by the Galveston Civilian of January 
22d that, at a late sale in the city of Sabine, 365 
lots were offered and brought 230,000, and that im- 
provements were progressing rapidly. The steam- 
boat Putnam is running on the Sabine, and has en- 
gaged to bring down about 4,000 bales of cotton. 


Of Austin, the new capital of Texas, the Hous- 
ton Telegraph thus speaks: The population of Aus- 
tin is now eight hundred and) filty souls. Five 
months since there were scarcely eight citizens upon 
the site of this new city. E 


The congress of Texas has passed bills to esta- 
blish a uniform impost duty of fifteen per cent. ad 
valorem, on all articles except spirituous liquors, 
and to abolish the bonding system, and substitute 
therefor cash duties and the warehouse system. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. Isaac S. Pen- 
nybacker to be United States judge for the district 
west of the Alleghany mountains, in the state of 
Virginia. 

John C. Nicoll to be United States judge for the 
district of Georgia. 


R. B. Gilchrist to be United States judge for the 
district of South Carolina. 


Joseph McCants to be secretary in and for the 
territory of Florida. 


James Clarke to be secretary in and for the terri- 
tory of Iowa. 


Wesley Jones, of North Carolina, to be marshal 
of the United States for the district of North Caro- 
lina from the 26th day of April, 1840, when the 
term of service of the present marshal will expire. 


STATEMENT OF THE U. S. BANK, TO FEB. 1, 1840. 
Recapitulation. 
Bills discounted on 
personal security, $20,109,492 05 
Bank U. 8. stock 142,243 00 
other security, 9,352,897 80 





$29,693,082 85 
Domestic bills of ex- 
change, 3,952,438 35 
$33,645,521 20 
491,000 0v 
3,045,148 02 
13,206,117 66 
1,911,862 94 
1,227,119 69 





Loan to commonwealth, 
Pennsylvania 5 per cent. 
Stock account, 

Bonds and mortgages, 
Real estate, 


Banking houses, 621,763 43 
M. King, late navy agent, Norfolk, 40,144 17 
Due by the United States, 5,267 32 


‘bank U. S. and banches, 
«© state bank, 
«« state bank agencies, 


9,031,520 54 
7,881,940 08 
6,462,781 90 


Bonus, 2,700,000 00 
Expenses, 57,151 83 
Contingent fund interest, 13,393 79 
Contingent exchange, 277 75 
Foreign exchange, 88,714 47 


Notes of Bank U.S. and branches, 6,580,105 00 


“ state banks, 1,341,576 39 

rT Bank U. States and 
banches, in transitu, 1,506,975 00 
Specie, 1,798,845 03 


250 96 


$91,607,472 17 


Deficiencies, 





Sy ey re 


a ket oe 


7 er owe fF wer wy = eet hlUhh! hh @aww 


— } 


ofthe Amistad Africans was well enough intended, 


~ ceed to the East Indies, is the first regiment for 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 7, 1840—STATES OF THE UNION. 3 


= 








Capitoi stock, $35,000,000 00 
Issues of Bank U.S. and branches, 14,767,831 90 
Post notes, 5,841,642 35 
Discount, exchange and interest, 146,337 54 
Dividends unclaimed, - 47,893 30 
Profit and loss, 5,300,653 08 
Agency London, &c. | 4,414,242 00 
Contingent fund, —§ 6,073,067 12 
Less losses chargeable, 5,185,555 02 


Bond to the U. States, 

Interest on do. 

Due to Bank U. S. and branches, 
state banks, 
state bank agencies, 
depositors, 


887,512 10 
1,986,589 04 
268,189 52 
15,058,815 32 
4,911,045 29 
56,675 08 
2,920,045 65 








$91,607,472 17 





Actual circulation, $6,650,751 10 
Bank of the U. States, Feb. 1, 1840. 
~ <A. LARDNER, act’g cashier. 


Tue Amistapv. If, as is suggested in the fol- 
lowing paragraph, any persons have been using 
‘means to procure the interference of the British 
government in the case referred to, surely itis a 
most extraordinary and unjustifiable proceeding: 

{ Nat. Intel. 
From the New York Journal of Commerce. 

The Amistad Africans. We have no doubt the 

interference of the British government in the matter 


though we fear it willdo more hurt than good. We 
trust, however, that they who have the subject in 
charge will endeavor to rise above the feelings which 
such an interference is fitted to engender. It is, in 
fact, only a movement of the abolitionists in this 
country, of whom the British government appears 
to have been made the catspaw. The intervention 
of a third party between the moving power and the 
eifect, does not alter the case materially. 
‘Foreign office, London, Dec. 23, 1839. 

“Str: With reference to the memorial of the 
Glasgow Emancipating society, dated the 25th of 
October last, on behalf of the negroes who took pos- 
session of the Amistad, and were subsequently car- 
ried to New London, in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, lam directed by viscount Palmerston to state 
to you, for the information of the above mentioned 
society, that his lordship has directed her majesty’s 
minister at Washington to interpose his good offices 
in their behalf, in order that they may be restored to 
liberty; and his lordship has further instructed her 
majesty’s charge d’affaires at Madrid to call upon 
the Spanish government to issue, immediately, strict 
orders to the authorities of Cuba, that, if the request 
of the Spanish minister at Washington is complied 
with, the negroes in question may be put in posses- 
sion of their liberties. 

“Her majesty’s charge d’affaires at Madrid has 
likewise been instructed to urge the Spanish govern- 
ment to cause the laws against the slave trade to be 
enforced against Messrs. Ruiz and Montez,-and 
against all other Spanish subjects concerned in the 
transaction in question. 

“I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

“W. FOX STRANGWAYS. 

“Wm. P. Paton, esg. §c. Glusgow.” 


WARLIKE MOVEMENTS IN THE BRITISH PRO- 
vinces. We find the following in the St. John 
Courier of the 15th inst. We are inclined to think 





there must be a mistake in regard tothe anticipa- 
tion of any immediate movement of the troops, | 
though it is rot improbable that vessels may have 
beén ordered to be in readiness, for the removal of: 
troops, if necessary. It cannot be presumed that 
either government intends to'rush into hostilities, 
until there shall have been anactual attempt to ad- 
just the question in dispute by negotiation, founded 
on the additional knowledge recently acquired, of 
the geographical features of the disputed premises. 
The letter of Mr. Fox, referred to below, was pub- 
lished here some weeks since. y 

Warlike! Her majesty’s ship Vestal has arrived 
at Halifax; where, we understand, other vessels of 
war are soon expected, for the purpose of bringing 
troops and munitions of war to this province, in 
case they should be required. 

We learn, also, that the 234 Fusileers, now in 
garrison at Halifax, instead of being about to pro- 


service in this province, and has received orders to 
be ready to move at the shortest notice. 

We are farther informed on good authority, that 
the erection of barracks at Woodstock, in this pro- 
vince, for the accommodation of a large military 
force, has been determined upon, and the work is 
to commence immediately. | 





These precautions we presume, are taken in ac- 
cordance with the views expressed in the commu- 
nication of the British minister at Washington to 
the American secretary of state, under date of the 
26th January, which will be found ina preceding 
column. The continued persistance of governor 
Fairfield in acts of aggression on the disputed ter- 
ritory, contrary to existing arrangements, (while 
the British authorities, as will appear by Mr.Fox’s 
letter, have scrupulously adhered to them both in 
letter and spirit), and the repeated threats of his 
determination to take possession of the territory, 
could not fail to arouse our authorities to a sense 
of their duty, and have no doubt caused the present 
warlike demonstrations. 


We sincerely trust, however, that the United 
States’ government will perceive the difficulties in- 
to which the refactory governor of Maine is about 
plunging the two nations, and at once interpose to 
prevent the awful calamities of either a border ora 
general war. [ Boston Daily Advertiser. 


ARMY. 

From Florida. We have information that the 
Seminoles still pursue their murderous warfare.— 
The mail carrier from Jacksonville to St. Augus- 
tine was found dead on the 13th about seven miles 
from the latter city. The mail bag and horses had 
been carried off, and the carriage cut and defaced. 
On the same day the body of Mr. Joseph Garcia, 
the other mail carrier was broughtin. Fragments 
of the mail were scattered about at the place where 
the robbery and murder had been committed— 
about 14 miles from St. Augustine. A party of 


{ dragoons had started in pursuit of the Indians. 


St. Augustine, Feb. 14. From the south. The 
steamer William Gaston, captain Poinsett, arrived 
here on Sunday last from southern posts. We 
learn that the troops are well at the various posts. 
Indians have shown themselves at Indian river and 
Fort Lauderdale, but escaped. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, in the United States 
schooner Flirt, has gone to Havana for bloodhounds. 
He intends operating by light canoes built in South 
Carolina, in the Pui hatokee; and the dogs will be 
available in scenting among the islands which are 
said to be in the gross-waier. 

Tea-table Key will be the depot for operations by 
lieutenant McLaughlin, and will be garrisoned by 
lieutenant Sloan’s company of Marines. 

The United States schooner Wave, lieutenant 
Rogers, which left this port on the 21st ult. ona 
cruize south had her mainmast carried away close 
to the deck in a squall off Key Biscayne. She ran 
down to Indian Key to be refitted. 

A Mrs. Rowlett succeeded in escaping from the 
Indians, lately. 

NAVAL. 

Commodore Hull. The New York American 
says that there has been much talk in that city 
during afew days past, of a mutiny on board the 
United States ship Ohio; and sundry exaggerations 
have been circulated, that it is perhaps as well that 
a plain tale should correct. . The facts, as the 
editor understands them, are these: : 

The crew had not been ashore on leave from the 
time of their departure from the United States.— 
Anxious for some liberty, at last, when in.port 
Mahon one bright morning, some three hundred 
of them went forward in a body to the break of the 
quarter deck, asking to speak to the captain. The 
lieutenant on duty, possibly not reflecting that the 
very fact of such a body applying to address the 
commander, was in itself an act of gross insubordi- 
nation, instead of ordering them back, sent for the 
captain. 

On his appearance, and perceiving what was the 
condition of things, he sént for the commodore,— 
The old man, the hero of the constitution, did not 
stay to be twice bid. He was instantly on the 
quarter-deck, and as instantly told these sailors 
they were committing an actof mutiny that ‘might 
hang some of them.” He then, afterrebuking them 
sternly for the breach of discipline, ordered them 
instantly to disperse and go below. ‘They dispersed 
upon the word, and went below. He then ordered 
all hands to be piped to quarters. AJl hands were 
ina trice at quarters. They were then piped be- 
low—and again all went below. ‘This was repeated 
three or four times, and always the same alacrity 
and promptitude in obeying orders. 


Finally, the order was given to getup the anchor. 
The ship was got under way, and for 10 or 12 days 
she cruized about the Mediterranean. At the end 
of that time—the men conducting themselves per- 
fectly well—the commodore returned into port, 
piped all hands, told them he was much satisfied 
with their conduct, and that he would let them go 
ashore; ‘and, accordingly, leave was given to them; 
which was not abused, for a frolic on shore. Dis- 


cipline was preserved on board, and the old coms — 
modore caine out, as usual, bright and true as steel. 
Death of captain Deacon. The Philadelphia Ga- 
zette announces the death of captain David Deacon, 
of the United States navy, on Saturday morning,.at 
his residence in Burlington, New Jersey. Theim- 
mediate cause of his death was an illness of about 
six. weeks, but he had long been in very feeble 
health, suffering much from rheumatism and, gene- 
ral debility. His last active service was the com- 
mand of the frigate Brandywine, during her three 
years’ cruise and station on the western coast of 
South America. : 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The long agony over. The bill repealing the “fif- 
teen gallon law” received the governor’s signature 
yesterday forenoon. It is the first bill or resolve 
signed by him. The pen with which the signature 
was made was secured by the reporter of the Post, 
who, for the last two years, has been bored to 
death about the ill-starred law, from morning to 
night, Sundays not excepted. He says he is going 
to preserve it to write the epitaphs of some ardent 
friends of temperance who have occasionally abus- 
ed him in the newspapers, merely for discharging 
his duty in reporting trials under the law, 

[ Bosion Post. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Harrisburg Reporter states that the resump- 
tion bill passed the senate of Pennsylvania on 
Thursday afternoon, by a vote of 16 to 11. The bill 
requires the banks to resume specie payments, im- 
mediately after the passage of the act. The Tele- 
graph says that this bill is entirely different from 
that which had previously passed the house. It 
excepts deposites made during the suspension, from 
the operation of the law, and leaves them to be col- 
lected under the act of 1824. 

[ Balt. Amer. 29th Feb. 
NEW JERSEY. 

The legislature of New Jersey has passed the bill 
establishing the new county of Hudson, embracing 
Bergen, Jersey city, &c. 

VIRGINIA. 

Democratic convention. The Richmond Enquirer 
says: “The convention assembled in the capi- 
tol on Thursday evening, 4 o’clock. More than 
80 special delegates of the people answered to their 
names, exclusive of alternates; and they were 
joined by the democrats of the legislature in great 
force. The meeting was full, highly respectable 
in talents and character, buoyant with hope, and 
animated with the best spirits. We shall give co- 
pious accounts of their proceedings hereafter—at 
present we have scarcely a moment to sketch this 
hasty memorandum.” - 

John W. Nash, esq. (speaker of the senate), 
was called to the chair, Thomas Ritchie appointed 
secretary, and Mr. A. Hansford, (clerk of the se- 
nate), was appointed assistant secretary. A pre- 
paratory committee of arrangements was appoint- 
ed, who forthwith reported resolutions for several 
committees—one for preparing an address to the 
people of Virginia—another for reporting an elec- 
toral ticket—central and cerresponding committees 
—a third to make arrangements for establishing a 
cheap weekly political sheet, and to collect funds for 
the circulation of publications among the people—a 
fouth, to consider the propriety of a national con- 
vention. The resolutions were separately adopted, 
committees appointed accordingly—and the con- 
vention adjourned over till last evening, 4 o’clock. 

Last evening. The committee on tbe address 
reported that it was not ready. The committee on 
the electoral college reported a list of electors. 
The committee on a weekly periodical recommend- 
ed arrangements for carrying it immediately into 
execution. And the committee on the national 
convention reported against such a measure. This 
was adopted by the convention, and after some dis- 
cussion, a resolution proposed by Mr. Bouldin of 
the senate, nominating governor Polk as vice pre- 
sident, was unanimously agreed to. The conven- _ 
tion then adjourned over till this evening, 4 o’clock. 

[ Balt. Post, 24th ult. 

Harrison convention. The Whig of Wednesday 
also informs us, that the convention, after a brief, 
harmonious and enthusiastic session, on Tuesday 
closed its labors—which were labors of pleasant- 
ness and delight. A ticket of electors, reported 
by the committee, embracing gerene of worth 
and intelligence, was adopted by a unanimous 
vote, and without a murmur of disapprobation, A 
long and able address to the people of Virginia, 
full of fire and piquancy and argument, was also 
adopted, and 50,000 copies ordered to be printed. 
Several resolutions, for raising a central ¢o 








- > 
funds for publication, &e, were agreed to, when 
the convention adjourned. “hess 
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A letter from Fredericksburg, says: The ancient 
dominion is at last aroused, and the spirit of 76 is 
running like wild fire through the state. She goes 
a Harrison, and so will North Carolina—mark 

t! 

The Richmond papers announce, with many ex- 
a of sincere regret, the decease of Win. D. 

odges, a member of .the house of delegates of 
Virginia, from the county of Nansemond, in the 
28th year of his age. He had, though so young, 
been already three yeais a member of the legisla- 
ture, and was winnjng his way to a distinguished 
fame, one evidence of which may be found in the 
fact of his having been unanimously selected as 
the whig candidate for his district upon the electo- 
ral ticket which had been formed. 

ie MISSISSIPPI. 

The law which passed the house of .representa- 
tives of Mississippi making the issuing of small 
notes punishable with fine and imprisonment has 
been defeated in the senate. 

‘The attempt to modify the gallon law of Missis- 
eg in the senate. The amendment. propos- 

reducing the saleable quantity of liquor to one 
quart. The measure was considered entirely too 
convenient; and the grave senators wisely resolved 
to confine their constituents to the gallon. 
LOUISIANA, 

The bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
Louisiana, passed the lower house, on the 17th in- 
stant, and was sent to the senate. 


TENNESSEE. 7 

It is stated in the Nashville Whig that about a 

million and a half of the twelve millions bank in- 

debtedness of the people of Tennessee had been 
transferred to the court dockets. (Balt. Amer. 


KENTUCKY, 

The committee on the banks in the Kentucky le- 
gislature have made their report. It proposes to 
restore charters to those institutions, with some 
slight amendments, which had become forfeitable 
by their suspensions of specie payments, and fixes 
the time of their resumption on or before the day 
of the meeting of the next legislature, viz: the first 
Monday in December. 


OHIO, 

The editor is indebted to an obliging friend, L. 
Roman, esq. superintendant, for a copy of the third 
annual report of the board of public works of the 
state of Ohio, from which we design to insert an 
abstract of the most interesting ifems. 

Legislature. ‘Chis body acted with commenda- 
ble decision on the question of the state banks, on 
the 13thinst. The bill to repeal the charter of the 
Stark county Orphans’ Institute, was passed, it be- 
ing proved that the institution had forfeited the 
same by an issue -of shinplasters. A report was 
made in favor of continuing the Bank of Steuben- 
ville and Gallipolis, with certain provisions, from 
the majority of the committee; and a bill to repeal 
the charter of those institutions, from the minority, 
which was read the first time. Bills to repeal the 
charter of the Bank of Chillicothe and the charter of 
the Ohio Life Insurance and Trust company were 
also acted on, but not definitively. [ Balt, Post. 


MICHIGAN. 

The Baltimore Post says—The whig legislature 
of Michigan proposes to give the bank of Michigan 
four more instalments of the $5,000,000 loan, which 
with those sold to the bank last winter, will, says 
the Detroit Free Press, enable it to make five hun- 
dred thousand dollars—a suin almost equal to the 
state tax. Were the drafts put into market and 
sold by the auditor general, as should be done, and 
the avails placed in the state treasury, taxation for 
state expenditures would be rendered almost un- 
necessary. 

A bill has passed the senate of Michigan to re- 
— the seat of government from Detroit to.Mar- 
shall. 

E:x-governor Mason, of Michigan, has been held 
to.bail on a charge of libel. 


WISCONSIN. 

The Milwaukie Sentinel, published in Wiscon- 
sin, contradicts the statements made in several pa- 
pers relative to the passage of the sponge law in that 
territory. The sentinel says—<It is true that the 
justice’s act has been so ainended as to render the 
plaintiff, under certain circumstances, liable for 
costs: and this was done to prevent the multiplica- 
tion of petty snits. And it is also true that an 
‘act for the relief of insolvent debtors” was passed 
at the last session of thé legislature, &c. ‘Ihe 
Sentinel with these admissions, repudiates all im- 
putations upon the character of the territory, and 
denies that “swarms of i:solvents” are taking the 
benefit of legislative enactmerts—adding, “in no 
single instance in this portion of the territory has 
the act been taken advantage of, and we are very 
certain that the first case is yet to oecurin Wiscon- 





sin.” ‘Che Baltimore American says—we hardly 
know how the matter stands. Small debts, it ap- 
pears, are worth more to the debtor than to the cre- 
ditor—they extinguish themselves under the pro- 
cess of collection, like a worthless horse that eats 
himself up in oats. In reference to the other law 
we are not told precisely what it is, but only that 
no body in a certain portion of the territory has 
Ares advantage” of it. But we hope for the 
est.” 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
COL. R. M. JOHNSON. 

To the editors of the Globe: ‘The undersigned, 
having seen several annonymous letters published 
in some of the leading democratic papers, Setting 
forth that col. R. M. Johnson had declined being a 
candidate for re-election to the office of vice presi- 
dent, and fearing that such communications may 
have a tendency to mislead the public mind, and 
produce distraction in the democratic ranks, at a 
tine, too, when forbearance and unanimity of ac- 
tion are the only sure means by which we can ex- 
pect to succeed, have been induced to ask a place in 
your paper, for the publication of the fact that some 
of the western states, viz: Ohio, Kentucky, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri and Arkansas, 
have, by their democratic papers, and some of them 
through large conventions, nominated R. M. John- 
son as the candidate of their choice. We also ask 
the republication of the enclosed letter, from all of 
which it will be seen that he has not declined. In 
asking this publication, we are actuated by no sel- 
fish motives; nor do we wish to be considered as 
aiming to produce any division in the democratic 
ranks, but merely to set the facts as they exist, 
right before the country, for we presume that if it 
should be determined by the democracy of the na- 
tion that another should run for that station, col. 
Johnson and his friends would acquiesce. 

7 A.DUNCAN, | 

JAMES JAMESON, 
W. BUTLER, 

LYNN BOYD, 

JOHN REYNOLDS, 
THOMAS SMITH. 

LETTER FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
White Sulphur Springs, Scott co. Ky. June 8, 1839. 

DEAR stir: I have received your favor, in which 
yourequested to know whether I had expressed a 
wish to decline being a candidate for the office I 
now fill, and, if not, whether 1 was willing to serve 
a second term, if elected; at the same time giving 
it as your opinion that it was due to mysell, and 
particularly to my friends, that I should no longer 
remain silent, as some diversity of opinion existed 
as to my wishes and feelings in relation to the se- 
cond canvass for the vice-presidency. 

I have avoided the subject of your letter as much 
as I well could, and was in hopes that it would not 
have been considered necessary that I should take 
a different course. But letters which I have receiv- 
ed from other friends, on the same subject as yours, 
have induced me to answer your favor. 

I have never authorised the declaration that 1 
was unwilling to be the democratic candidate for a 
second term, if my fellow citizens desired it. 1 
have no reason which did not exist at my first 
nomination why I should refuse the same station, 
if re-elected. I wish it, however, distinctly under- 
stood, that Ihave, always declared, to all with 
whom | have conversed on this head, that I was 
not only willing, but would most cheerfully retire, 
if it should be ascertained that it was the wish of 
those who elected me that another person should 
be selected to fill the place. 

In my opinion, the office of vice-president is 
one that should not be sought; and I do not think J 
have any right to be consulted, or should have any 
cause of complaint if another should be chosen. J] 
had served my fellow citizens of my native state 
(Kentucky) for thirty years, as a member of con- 
gress, in one branch or the other, and I had retired 
from the arduous duties of public life. {n this re- 
tirement, | was called by the voices of the people 
to my present station; it was conferred as a testi- 
mony of approbation for my public services, and as 
aimark of their highest confidence in my fidelity 
and political principles: so [ considered when I ac- 
cepted the office. 
have been named as my successor: if it should ap- 
pear that it is the wish of the political friends with 
whom I have always acied that any one of them 
should be selected as the candidate, I shall manifest 
as much cheerfulness in retiring from the service 
of the people as [ have done to serve them when 
they have requested it. 

With these sentiments, I shall leave these mat- 
ters in the hands of the people, from whom all my 
honors have come. Most respectfully, 

R. M. JOHNSON. 


Many distinguished individuals | ( 
'in war, an evil to which all nations are liable, even 


PENNSYLVANIA DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION. 
From the Harrisburg Telegraph and Intelligencer. 

The delegates to the democratic state convention 
met in the court house at 10 o’clock, A. M. and 
were called to order by Dr. Samuel Anderson, on 
whose motion the hon. Charles B. Penrose, was ap- 
pointed chairman, anc Wm. M. Watts, esq. of Erie, 
and Jasper E. Brady, esq. of Franklin, secretaries, 
pro tem. 

The counties were then called over, the dele- 
gates announced, and their credentials presented. 
About one hundred delegates were present. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas H. Burrows, esq. of 
Lancaster, a committee of nine was appointed to 
nominate officers for the organization of the con- 
vention. 

On motion of Wm. B. Reed, esq. of Philadel- 
phia, a committee of nine was appointed to draft 
resolutions for the consideration of the convention. 
Convention adjourned to meet at 12 o’clock, M. 

12 o’clock, M. The convention met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Mr. Burrows from the committee appointed to 
nominate officers for the convention, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

For president—NerR MippLeswarTH, esq. of 
Union. 

For vice presidentc—Dr. Samuel Anderson, of 
Delaware; hon. Charles B. Penrose, of Cumber- 
land; Dr, Culbertson, of Franklin; alderman John 
Binns, of Philadelphia; Benjamin Musser, esq. of 
York; D. Searle, esq. of Susquehanna; D. Leech, 
esq. of Armstrong; Wm. Morton, esq. of Beaver; 
Joseph M. Sterrett, esq. of Erie. 

For secretaries—Thomas Williams, esq. of Alle- 
ghany; Joseph Plankington, esq. of Philadelphia 
county; Samuel Kimmel, esq. of Somerset; Thomas 
E. Franklin, esq. of Lancaster; Lord Butler, esq. of 
Luzerne. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

On taking the chair, Mr. Middleswarth returned 
thanks for the honor conferred upon him, in a few 
happy remarks, in which he said that the sigas of 
the times indicated plainly that the people were 
determined to ‘do their own fighting and their own 
voting;” and that there was no doubt of the elec- 
tion of the hero of Tippecanoe. 

Mr. Reed, from the committee to draft resolu- 
tions, asked further time to prepare their report. 

And after the appointment of a committee on fi- 
nance, and the transaction of some unimportant bu- 
siness, on motion, the convention adjourned to 
meet again at7 o’ciock this evening. 

Evening session. Long before the hour arrived 
for the neeting of the convention, the court house 
and the area in front of it, were filled with an en- 
thusiastic crowd. On the platform above the offi- 
cers of the convention a beautiful transparency had 
been placed, representing general HARRISON in 
uniform, provided by William Ayres, esq. and paint- 
ed by Mr. Francis: also, a splendid flag with a full 
length portrait of general Harrison, the star and 
stripes in brilliant hues, brought here by general 
Miller, of Philadelphia; and a transparency repre- 
senting the “log cabin,”? aid Harrison at the battle 
of the Thames. 

After the president had taken the chair, Mr. 
REED from the committee appointed to draft reso- 
lutions for the consideration of the convention, re- 
ported the following. ; 

Resolved, That this convention representing the 
democratic friends of Wm. Henry Harrion of 
Ohio, and the opponents of the national adminis- 
tration, in Pennsylvania, assembled in the spirit of 
union, and anxious by its counsel and its action to 
show what the spirit of union can effect, gives to 
the friends of Harrison throughout the United 
States, the assurance that victory in Pennsylvania 
is within our reach, and will not be lost by want of 
activity and zeal. 

Resolved, That the people of Pennsylvania che- 
rish a sentiment of gratitude which time cannot 
abate, for the public services, and personal endu- 
rauce ef those brave men who, on the field of bat- 
tle, dia their duty, in protecting our soil from in- 
vasion, our fireside from pollution, and the home 
even of the distant settler, from a savage foe, 

Resolved, That in this sentiment, we recognize 
an invigorating and conservative principle, which 
in peace should be cultivated and protected, and 


in an age of peace, sustains the distant solder in his 
thankless cause, and makes him feel that the nation’s 
soldiers are indeed the nation’s children. ; 
Resolved, That it is this spirit of grateful remem- 
brance, which, after years ofhonorable retirement, 
now calls the veteran of many victorious battles to 
the bighest honors which gratitude can bestow, or 
faithful services can hope to receive, and, speaking 
from the bills and valleys of the country, gives 





warning to those who have done less, and been 


“me 
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paid much more, to give place to one-who has the 
‘people’s heart with him. 
~ Resolved, That in general Wtitrram HENRY 
‘Harrison, the people of Pennsylvania see the son 
ofa revolutionary father, the inheritor of a name 
‘which republican America venerates, the son of a 
“signer of the Declaration of Independence, in whose 
‘veins the blood of his revolutionary father freely 
flows—the soldier who has gained many battles, 
‘and never lost one—the hero of Imdian wars, where 
men, not dogs, were the combatants, and where the 
soldier’s sword, did give security and peace. The 
negociator who made treaties which were kept, and 
inade even savages know that honesty in such trea- 
ties is the best policy—the statesman who by his 
wisdom and sagacity, made what was then a wil- 
derness now a siniling land, and whoin the exe- 
cutive council of a territorial government, and in 
the legislature ofthe union, has shown that a gallant 
‘soldier may do the state equal service in her deli- 
berative assemblies. 

Resolved, That beyond and above all these claims 
on the people of the United States, there is one 
which his country more highly estimates—the ho- 
nest industry of his old age, the hard working 
hours of a public servant whose hands official cor- 
ruption never stained, who took a public station in 
order to render public service, and left it without a 
dollar, wrung from the hard hand of industry or the 

‘ pockets of the people who had trusted him. 

Resolved, That this convention pledges to its 
friends throughout the union the success of Harrr- 
son and Tyver here in Pennsylvania, the redemp- 
tion of this great commonwealth from the subjec- 
tion in which the administration of the general go- 
vernment so long has held it, and renews the 
assurance that there is a spirit above us and around 
us, a spirit of concord and patriotic zeal, which past 
contests have never witnessed, and which an early 
triumph will surely recompense. 

Resolved, That the attacks now made by a pen- 
sioned press, on the fame of a time honored sol- 
dier, are calculated to give new spirit to those who 
claim to be that veteran’s friends, and as Pennsyl- 
vanians, we feel high gratification in knowing that 
there are enough old soldiers yet amongst us, who 
at the next election, will again rally round the 
Harrison banner, and again stand along side of 
him whom they know too well to allow him to be 
slandered with impunity. 

Resolved, That the incidental protection, which 
it is proposed to furnish to American industry, by | 
the reduction of the wages.of labor in all its de- 
partments, to the level of the hard money conn- 
tries of Europe—a protection which would subju- 
gate the body and enslave the mind—is not the 
protection which is due to the citizens of a country 
where every man is the depository of a certain 
portion of the sovereign power, and where it is of 
the very essence of the government that every la- 
borer should be intelligent and free. 

Resolved, That this convention earnestly recom- 
mends to the friends of Harrison throughout the 
state, an active and perfect organization, in such a 
mode as in the several districts shall be deemed 
expedient, with a view to a thorough concert of 
action in October next. 

Resolved, That Thomas H. Burrowes of Lancas- 
ter, Richard Biddle of Allegheny, John Price 
Wetherill, John C. Montgomery, Francis Park, of 
the city of Philadelphia, William McClure, Thos. 
Elder and Joseph Wallace, of Dauphin, Samuel 
Alexander, of Cumberland, Bela Badger and James 
Gregory, of the county of Philadelphia, John H. 
Walker, of Erie, Samuel D. Culbertson, of Frank- 
lin, and James Steele, of Huntingdon, be a state 
committee of ‘the friends of Harrison in Penn- 
sylvania. 

Resolved, That the nomination of John Andrew 
Shulze and Joseph Ritner, as senatorial delegates 
for the state of Pennsylvania, meets the cordial ap- 
probation of this convention. 

Resolved, That whenever the opponents of Mar- 
tin Van Buren, in the several congressional districts 
of Pennsylvania, shall bave nominated an elector or 
electors, and received from such nominees a pledge 
to vote for Wittram Henry Harrison, of Ohio, 
as president, and Joun Ty cer, of Virginia, as vice 
president, the names of such elector or electors, and 
the pledge of said electors, be forthwith forwarded 
to the state committee. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the state 
committee to publish a correct electoral ticket, so 
soon as the same shall have been finally adjusted 
by the several districts. 

Resolved, That in case of any vacancy on the 
electoral ticket, after it shall have been published 

by the state committee, it shall be filled by the con- 
gressional district to which it relates; the state com- 
mittee having authority to fill any vacancy in the 
s enatorial electors. 








Resolved, That this convention, in concluding its 
labors, earnestly calls on the people of Pennsyiva- 
nia, with one impulse to act in patriotic concert in 
a cause worthy of the effort, and for a man who is 
worthy of their confidence and affection; who will 
be the people’s friend, as he is the people’s favorite; 
whose policy will be beneficent to the great inte- 
rests of the country—agricultural, manufacturing 
and commercial; will give to industry its due wa- 
ges; will ensure the farmer full compensation, for 
now, unrequitted toil; save the weaver and the mi- 
ner from beggary; and give the merchant what for 
ten anxious years, he has never known—confidence 
and peace.: 

Mr. Reed then addressed the convention in a 
speech which was responded to with great enthu- 
siasm. Mr. Stevens was then called upon and his 
speech was received with great applause. Then 
came Mr. T. Williams, of Allegheny, whose re- 
marks were most happy and eloquent. Then Dr. 
Anderson, of Delaware; who spoke ably and to the 
purpose. Then Mr. Clarkson, of Philadelphia who 
excited much laughter and merriment. Then Mr. 
Penrose who is never excelled on such occasions. 
Then Mr.:Montgomery and colonel McKenny, of 
Philadelphia, and Mr. Brady, of Franklin, whose 
speeches were received with warm responses of 
popular enthusiasm; and last, but not least, general 
Bailey, of Dauphin, who wound up with a patriotic 
appeal to the mechanics and workingmen, that re- 
echoed from the multitude. , 

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted, 
and the convention after giving three cheers for 
Harrison, TYLER AND DEMOCRACY, adjourned 
sine die. 

We should add, the greatest good feeling prevail- 
ed throughout, and that the cheering intelligence 
brought from all parts of the state left not a doubt 
upon the mind of any one of the success of Harrt- 
son in Pennsylvania by a large majority. 


Meeting of the democratic members of the legislu- 
ture of Maryland. Ata meeting of the democratic 
members of the legislature of Maryland, held at the 
state house on Friday evening, the 21st of Februa- 
ry, Dr. Thos. C. Risteau was called to the chair, 
Otho Scott and Wm. A. Spencer, esqs. appointed 
vice presidents, and John C. Legrand and Wm. P. 
Maulsby, secretaries. 

Mr. Mason, of Washington county, offered the 
following resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That we concur in the propriety of 
holding a democratic national convention in the 
city of Baltimore, on the 5th of May next, for the 
purpose of nominating for the consideration of the 
democratic party, candidates for the offices of pre- 
sident and vice president of tne United States. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the democratic 
party of this state that they hold conventions in the 
several counties of this state, on or before the 4th 
day of April next, forthe purpose of appointing 
delegates to the said national covention. 

Resolved That it be recommended to the voters 
of each connty and city to authorise their delegates 
to the national convention to nominate electoral 
candidates for this state. 

And be it further resolwed, That our confidence in 
Martin Van Buren and Richard M. Johnson, as 


pure patriots, enlightened statesinen, and as un- |. 


yielding democrats, is unimpaired. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be published. 
THOMAS C. RISTEAU, president. 
Wa. A. SPENCER, 
Oruo Scort, 
Jno. C. LEGRAND, 
Won. P. Mautssy, 


Harrison meeting at the capitol of Maryland. At 
a meeting of the whig- members of the legislature 
of Maryland, convened at the senate chamber, in 
Annapolis, on Friday, 28th February, 1840, the 
hon. Richard Thomas, of St. Mary’ county, was 
called to the chair, and the hon. Thomas A. Spence, 
of Worcester county, was appointed se¢retary— 
whereupon the following proceedings were had: 

On motion of Mr. Ricaud, of Kent county, the 
meeting proceeded to the nomination of electors of 
president and vice president for the state at large; 
whereupon David Hoffman, of Baltimore city, and 
John Leeds Kerr, of Talbot county, were unani- 
mously nominated. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Baltimore city, 
the fullowing resolution was read and adopted: 

Resolved, In the opinion of this convention, that 
the convenience of the whig voters of the several 
congressional districts in this state, will be best 
consulted, by leaving the choice of an elector for 
each district, to be made by a convention of dele- 
gates to be appointed for that purpose in each dis- 


vice presidents. 


; secretaries. 


trict—and that this convention, does therefore, 
recommend that such convention be held in each of 
ged districts, on or before the Ist day of June 
next. te 

On motion of Mr. Gaither, of Montgomery coun- 
ty, the following resolutions were read and adopted: 

Resolved, By the whig members of the general 
assembly of Maryland, that the nominations made 
by the Harrisburg convention of candidates for 
president and vice president, meet with their hear- 
ty concurrence and approbation. 

Resolved, That we confidently anticipate by 
their election, and the adoption of the principles 
for which the whig party contend—a restoration of 
the currency to thestate of uniformity. and sound- 
ness, in which the late administration found it; an 
efficient and faithful execution of the laws; a re- 
establishment of the constitutional powers of the 
representative of the people, and the people 
through them, exercising thatcheck on executive 
prerogative and power, which the framers of the 
constitution intended. 

Resolved, That the present administration of the 
general government has shewn itself both imbe- 
cile and selfish, regardless of its imperative duties 
and high responsibilities, and careful only in the 
preservation of itself and its supporters in the pos- 
session and enjoyment of the offices of the govern- 
ment and their emoluments. 

Resolved, That in W1rLt1AH H. Harrison, we 
recognise one, possessing that disinterestedness and 
devotion to his country so characteristic of our re- 
volutionary ancestors, and that in the exercise of 
authority and power more absolute and undefined 
than was before confided by his country to an Ame- 
rican ofiicer, we see justice and humanity, traits 
the most important in a civilian—firmness, energy 
and bravery, those most needful in a military man 
—and wisdom, that most indispensable in both, 
ever characterizing his course. of action. 

Resolved, That the ability and patriotism which 
have ever distinguished Joun Ty Ler, of Virginia, 
in the councils of his country, eminently entitled 
him to the support and confidence of the whig 

arty. 

, On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Baltimore city, the 
following resolutions were read and adopted: . 

Resolved, by the whig members of the general as- 
sembly, That they avail themselves of the present 
occasion to avow before the world their unabated 
affection for the character of Henry Cray, of 
Kentucky—their undiminished confidence in his 
virtue and patriotism, and their cherished pride to 
claim as a fellow citizen, ONE whom grateful his- 
tory shall record as the CHAMPION OF CONSTITU- 
TIONAL LIBERTY. 

Resolved, That in his early and cordial adoption 
of the **Harrisburg nominations,” they realize ano- 
ther impressive instance of his devotion to his 
country, and a bright augury of the success of the 
party whose only aim it is to restore to the PEO- 
PLE the blessings of their own government. 

On motion of Mr. Ricaud, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: »: 

Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting be 
requested to address letters to John Leeds Kerr and 
David Hoffman, esqs. informing them of their no- 
mination as electors for president and vice presi- 
dent of the United States for the state at large. 

On motion of Mr. Potts, of Frederick county, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be signed by the chairman and secretary, and pub- 
lished in all the whig papers of this state, and in the 
National Intelligencer and Madisonian. 

On motion of Mr. Frazier, of Dorchester county, 
the following resolution was read and adopted. 

Resolved, That the issue is now fairly made be- 
tween the hard money officeholders of the govern- 
ment and the hard cider party of the people, and _ 
that it will be very bard if these hard times are 
not ended before another hard winter. 

RICHARD THOMAS, chairman. 

T. A. SPENCE, secretary. 


LETTER OF THE HON. WM. C. RIVES, 
OF VIRGINIA. 
Castle Hill, Feb. 15, 1840. 

My pear sir: You inquire of me what aremy 
views onthe subject of the pending presidential 
election, and what course I think ought to be pur- 
sued in it by those of us in general of the repub- 
lican party who have been opposed to the leading 
measures of the present administration. ; 

While my name was recently before the legisla- 
ture, by the act of my friends, as a candidate for 
re-election to the senate of the United States, Dde- 
clined, in answer to various communications from 


members of that body, to give any niche, a te 





port to either of the presidential cam 
condition of my election. I did so, bes 
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it is clear that, under the constitution, a senator of 
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the United. States can, in no possible contingency 
be called on, as such, to give any vote or perform 
other act in the election of president, I believed 
that the practice of requiring of those who might 
be brought forward for the office of senator, pledges 
to support this or that man for the presidency, how- 
ever it may be otherwise viewed by mnt honora- 
ble and patriotic men, is a practice fatally calcu- 
lated to destroy the independence of the legisla- 
tive department, and to prostrate it at the feet of 
the executive power, whose inordinate growth and 
overshadowing influence already threaten the very 
existente.of our free institutions. In regard to all 
those. questions of public policy and legislation 
which were likely to come before the senate of the 
United. States for its appropriate and legitimate 
action, my opinions were fully known, or if they 
were not so, I was ever ready to declare and ex- 
plain them to the best of my ability, in answer to 
any inquires which might be addressed to me. I 
had, moreover, been very recently in the public 
service, aud my acis in the discharge of the trust 
confided to me, which were neither few nor equivo- 
cal, nor unattended with circumstances of peculiar 
trial, were before the country, affording, as it seem- 
ed to me, the most authentic interpretation of my 

rinciples, as well as the surest guarantee of my 
Pattie course. 

. For these. various reasons, I felt that I ought not 
to give any pledge of support to any of the presi- 
dential candidates, as the condition of my election 
to the senate of the United States, and according- 
ly declined to do so while my name was recently 
before the legislature, in connection with the elec- 
tion for thatoffice. ‘These motives of reserve have 
now ceased. My name is no longer before the le- 
gislature for that or any other office; and as, in time 
past, it has never been by any act or solicitation of 
inine, so, whether it shall at any time hereafter be, 
will depend on the free will of others, not mine. 
And, in the event, even, of my name being again 
presented to the legislature, by the partiality and 
generous confidence with which my friends and 
fellow citizens have been heretofore pleased to dis- 
tinguish me, the presidential election will have 
been determined, and we shall all, of necessity, 
have taken our equal and responsible parts in it, 
before the legislature, according to their recent de- 
cision on the subject, will proceed to the election of 
senator of the United States. Under these circum- 
stances, I can no longer feel the slightest delicacy, 
as a private citizen, in expressing to you, freely 
and without reserve, my opinions on the interest- 
ing question you propound tome. 

Your inguiry naturally divides itself into two 
branches. The first is, can we support the re- 
election of the present chief magistrate—those of 
us, I mean, who have been in earnest in our opposi- 
tion to the leading measures and prevailing policy 
of his administration? And this question would 
seem properly and plainly to resolve itself into 
another. Has he abandoned or withdrawn any of 
those measures, to which we have been, and are 
still thus opposed? So far from it, we have seen 
that, in his recent message to congress, he has 
again brought forward and urged, with increased 
determination of purpose, his now cherished sub. 
treasury seheme, which, at the time of his election, 
all his political friends believed to be fraught, and 
which we still believed to be fraught, with the 
direst evils to the country. He has not only again 
earnestly recommended this scheme, but he has 
urged its adoption in the most obnoxious and ob- 
jectionable of all the forms it has everassumed. | 
refer, of ¢ourse, to what has been commonly called 
the specie clause, or requisition of the public dues 
in gold and silver alone. This rigorous feature of 
the scheme had been pretermitted by the president, 
in his more recent expositions of it, and was be- 
lieved to be ‘finally abandoned by him; but is now 
brought forward in bold relief, it is understood as 
the sine qua non of the political alliance, which has 
been announced to the country. And the presi- 
dent even tells us that he ‘believes no period will 
be more auspicious” for the mtroduction of this 
hard money policy in the operations of the govern- 
ment, “than the presen’’”’—when we know, that in 
two-thirds or three-fourths of the states specie is 
at an average premium of ten per cent. above the 
common currency! | Most “auspicious,” indeed, 
for the interests of those who are the recipients and 
beneficiaries of the public contributions, but surely 
not for the interests of the people, who are the 

ayers, immediate or ultimate, o all these contri- 
utions. 

In complianee with this recommendation of the 
president, we have just seen the sub-treasury bill, 
with the obnoxious specie clause, hurried through 
one branch of the national legislature, by a minori- 
ty vote, in the absence of many members, when, if 
that body (the senate}, had been full, and its mem- 





bers had voted in conformity to the opinions and 
wishes, eiiher expressed or understood, of their re- 
spective states, the measure would have. been de- 
feated. And yet,in the face of such facts as these, 
sppecls are still made in the name of a blind and 
abject party allegiance, to many who are truly op- 
possed to this scheme from a thorough conviction 
of its most dangerous and fatal tendencies, to sup- 
port the re-election of the president, by whose in- 
fluence and anti-republican contumacy it is to be 
imposed and permanently fastened upon the coun- 
try. A poor attempt is now made to give plausi- 
bility nab effect to this appeal, by representing the 
sub-treasury, scheme as a mere question of expe- 
diency, on which men may agree to differ without 
any compromise of principle, on either side; and 
this attempt is made, too, by those who have them- 
selves but recently denounced the scheme in the 
strongest terms, as dangerous to the public liberty, 
by giving the president the immediate control of 
the public money, putting into his hands “a fund of 
corruption” and alarmingly increasing the power 
and influence of his office, ‘already too great for a 
republic.”? Surely, when considerations such as 
these are involved, the question is one of vital and 
fundamental importance. In this aspect—as a 
measure alike hostile to the public liberty, and 
warring upon the prosperity of the country, direct- 
ly and indirectly, in all its most. essential interests, 
the sub-treasury project has ever been viewed by 
those conservalive republicans, who have given evi- 
dence of the sincerity of their faith by fearlessly 
and unflinchingly meeting the denunciations which 
its profession has drawn down upon them, Enter- 
taining such opinivuns, can they, as honest men, and 
as freemen, so far surrender their minds and their 
wills to the slavish discipline of party, as to sup- 
port the re-election of a president, -whose policy 
they believed to be fraught with consequences so 
calamitous to their country? I humbly think not. 
Another disingenuous device for entrapping con- 
servative votes, is founded on the assumption that 
they differ with the president on but a single ques- 
tion. Even were this so, it would be cause enough 
for the withdrawal of their support, where the 
question is one of so grave and fundamental a cha- 
racter as the conservatives honestly believe the 
sub-treasury scheme to be. But the assumption is 
wholly untrue. The conservative republicans have 
differed and still differ with the president on other 
points of the highest importance. They have 
seen, through the whole course of his administra- 
tion and in the conduct of his friends, a systematic 
design to build up the practical supremacy of the 
executive power, at the expense of the legislative 
department, and of the people themselves. They 
have seen this design pursned, not only by the per- 
severing efforts which have been made to secure to 
the president and his agents the custody and con- 
trol of the public moneys, through the medium of 
the sub-treasury scheme, but also by the new and 
alarming doctrine, which was broached in his an- 
nual message at the commencement of the late 
session of congress in December, 1838, that, in the 
management of the public revenue, he should be 
left “at liberty” to employ banks or not, without 
legal regulation and at his mere discrelion, as depo- 
sitaries and fiscal agents of the government—thus 
subjecting all the moneyed institutions of the coun- 
try to his influence and control. In the steady 
pursuit of the same great aim, they have seena 
system of party discipline introduced and organised 
under the auspices of the present chief magistrate, 
the fundamental canon of which is that every mem- 
ber of the party which brought him into power, 
must surrender his individual opinions and convic- 
tions on public measures, however profoundly en-_ 
tertained, to the dictum of the president, and sup- 
port whatever Ae shall recommend, under pain of 
excommunication and political death for disohe- 
dience. By these means, combined with the pow- 
erful persuasives of his official patronage, the pre- 
sident is virtually invested with supreme power. 
The debasing principle has been openly avowed, 
as well as practically enforced, that the first duty 
of the public functionary is to the president who 
appoints, and not to the country which employs 
him, and that so long as he renders good political 
service to his chief, no infidelity to bis public trust, 
not even the grossest peculation, shall be suffered 
to deprive him of his office. While unfaithful 
agents and public defaulters have thus earned im- 
punity and reward, others who have been distin- 
guished by the honest, able and exemplary dis- 
charge of their official duties, have been arbitrarily 
removed from office, for no other reason than that 
they could not conform the private and involuntary 
operations of their minds to the standard of execu- 
live faith, or that they believed it unbecoming the 
proprietics of their situation, as public officers, to 





take a part in those electioneering exertions, which 


have come to be considered the surest passport to 
favor and security. And to cap the climax of these 
bold pretensions of executive power, we have seen 
areport solemnly put forth and triumphantly car- 
ried through, by the president’s friends in the se- 
nate, proclaiming in the face of day, and in con- 
tempt of the most revered oracles of Anglo Ame- 
rican liberty, the daring heresy that it is both the 
tight and the duty of executive officeholders to 
intermeddle with the freedom of elections, thus 
sacrificing the vital principle of popular sovereignty 
itself at the shrine of this new idol of presidential 
supremacy. 

While in these measures and proceedings, we 
have seen the president and his iriends pursuing 
with unvarying aim, as the primary object, it would 
seem, of their efforts, the dangerous aggrandizement 
of his power—in his plans of national policy we 
have been constantly met with suggestions and re- 
commendations aiming at the subversion of estab- 
lished institutions, and utterly destructive of the 
repose and settled order of business in the affairs. of 
the country, and appealing to the jealousies and 
worst passions ‘of society in their support. The 
special object to which his schemes of innovation 
have been mainly directed, is unfortunately the 
most delicate of all the interests of society, and that 
which requires to be touched with the wisest and 
most cautious hand—the system of its currency, 
forming the common measure by which the labor 
and property of every individual in the community 
is estimated or exchanged. Instead of pursuing a 
salutary and practical reform of existing abuses, 
whatever they may be, (an object in which all good 
men and patriots would heartily unite with him), 
he has brought forward crude and anti-social theo- 
ries, and has propagated them with all the influence 
of his high office, which go to the entire destruction 
of that system of credit, which is coeval with the 
settlement of our country, is so peculiarly adapted 
to its circumstances, and to which, whatever irre- 
gularties may have sometimes attended it, (as, in- 
deed, what good, in the ordinances of nature or the 
institutions of man, is not liable to oecasioral 
abuse), every candid and well informed mind must 
admit that the unparralleled development of Ameri- 
can prosperity and civilization has been mainly 
owing. The president’s theories and recommenda- 
tions, if they mean any thing, go to the entire de- 
struction of this long established system, now in- 
dissolubly connected with all the interests of socie- 
ty, and to the establishment, in its stead, of an ex- 
clusive hard money currency, or something practi- 
cally tantamount to it, operating asudden and total 
revolution in the value of labor, property and con- 
tracts, and involving the farmer, the mechanic, the 
tradesman, the merchant and in short every class of 
men, (with the exception of creditors and pudlic 
officers enjoying fixed salaries from the government), 
in one common ruin. As an essential part of this 
policy, the president has proclaimed a crusade 
against instilutions, deriving their existence from, 
and responsible to the states alone, and in his new 
born zeal has so far forgot his former opinions, as to 
recommend to congress the enaction of a special 
bankrupt law, applying to these institutions exclu- 
sively, and intended to put an end to their existence 
by an act of the federal authority—a measure which 
but a few years before, he had denounced in the 
strongest terms, as an ‘odious and unconstitutional 
invasion of the rights of thestates.”” ¢ See his speech 
in the senate of the United States, on a proposition of 
Mr. Branch, of N. C. on the 6th of February, 1827, 
Srd vol. Register Con..deb. p. 286). ; 

Upon all these subjects, the conservatives have 
differed, and still differ with the president, as well 
as upon hissub-treasury scheme. These differences 
have been manifested by them on various occasions, 
and in a variety of forms—speeches, votes and dis- 
cussions of popular assemblies. In regard to my- 
self, I have omitted no proper occasion, In both 
written and oral addresses to my fellow citizens, to 
proclaim them; and yet I have seen with infinite 
surprise, that some persons recently, to cover their 
own change of position, have alleged that it had 
been heretofore understood that I differed with the 
administration on. but a single question, that of the 
sub-treasury! ‘This allegation, too, is made in the 
face of the notorious fact that I have been denounced 
by the administration press from one extremity of 
the country to the other, for daring in the conscien- 
tious discharge of my public duty, to oppose and 
expose divers other acts and measures of the presi- 
dent and his party—his illicit and dangerous renew- 
al of the connection with the Bauk of the United 
States—his alarming and arfti-republican doctrine 
broachec in his message to congress at the com- 
mencement of the last session of congress with re- 
gard to. the diseretionary employment of banks in 
general, as fiscal agents of the government, at his 
sole will and pleasure, without any rule or limitation 
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of? law—and finally, the daring attack made by his 
friends in the portentous doctrines of Mr. Wali’s re- 


port, on the vital principle of representative govern-' 


ment—the freedom of elections. On this last occa- 
sion, [ characterized the general policy of the ad- 
ministration by what seemed to me to be its leading 
features, and declared my conviction that on all the 
great questions of respect for the rights of the states 
—Jimitation of executive patronage—economy in 
the public expense—the in ependence of the legis- 
lative department—acquiescence in the decisions of 
the majority—and a sacred regard to the right of 
election—(the memorable land marks of republican- 
ism laid down by Mr. Jefferson)—it had widely 
departed from every principle held and acknowledg- 
ed by true republicans, It is, moreover, well 
known, that at the last session of congress, I oppos- 
ed, to the best of my ability, another favorite mea- 
sure of the administration, commonly called the 
graduation bill, for virtually giving away to certain 
favored states, that “common fund of the public 
lands, derived in great part from the munificence 
of Virginia, and in the benefit of which she express- 
ly reserved her equal right to participate. How 
idle then, the suggestion recently invented, that ei- 
ther myself, or the conservatives in general, whose 
opinions and destiny it is alike my pride to share, 
have differed from the adininistration-on buta single 
question. 

Let us now inquire whether the president has 
changed his policy or practice on any of these high- 
ly important questions, on which we have differed 
with him. Some of his noisy partizans have claim- 
ed for him great credit for the lavish professions of 
economy he makes in his late message to congres. 
But what has been the practice, which we are much 
more interested in knowing than the empty precepts 
of his administration? According to his own state- 
ment, the public expenditure during the year 1837, 
the first of his presidency, amounted to ‘‘the sum 
of thirty-three millions of dollars;” during the year 
1838, he says this amount ‘*was somewhat reduc- 
ed;” and for the year 1839, he thinks that the public 
expenditure “will notin all probability have exceed- 
ed twenty-six millions of dollars!” But this sum 
of twenty-six millions of dollars happens to be jast 
the double of the public expenditure under the ad- 
ministration of John Q. Adams, which most of us 
thought was so enormous and unjustifiable as to me- 
rit the displeasure and rebuke of the people. What, 
however, are we to think of the president’s promise of 
“continued reduction” of the public expense, when 
we find on the very same page of his message, the 
most earnest recommendation by him to the favora- 
ble consideration of congress, of a plan of the secre- 
tary of war for recruiting a militia army of two hun- 
dred thousand men, one-half tobe in “active service,” 
the other half to form a “reserve:” the term of ser- 
vice to be eight years; the troops to be armed, equip- 
ped and paid by the United States “according to a 
rate of compensation to be fixed by law,” but in 
other respects to be under the “regulation” of the 
war department? The annual cost of such a force, 
according to any conception I can form of the se- 
cretary’s plan, under the outlines he has given of it, 
could not fail to add many millions to the public 
burthens. I now speak only of the question of ex- 
pense; but in other aspects, this most extraordinary 
project, emphatically endorsed as it is by the pre- 
sident, for, in his message to congress, he says, ‘I 
cannot recommend it too strongly to your conside- 
ration,” deserves the most serious reflection of every 
friend of the pnblic liberty. 

Is not militia force, as the secretary chooses to 
call it, or the one-half of it, at least, which is to be 
‘‘in aclive service”—*“recruited for eight years”— 
“stationed” wherever the secretary of war shall di- 
rect—‘‘arined and paid” by the United States—to 
all“intents and purposes, a standing army, and de- 
nominated a militia force, only to avoid the instinc- 
tive jealousies which the name of a standing army 
calls up in the mind of every freeman. Can sucha 
force be called militia in the sense of the Virginia 
bill of rights, which declares that, ‘a well regulated 
militia, composed of the body of the people, trained 
to arms, is the proper, natural and safe defence of a 
free state,” or in the sense of the constitution of the 
United States which authorises congress “to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 
union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions.” 
Is there at this moment, insurrection, invasion, re- 
sistance to the laws of the union, whieh would jus- 
tify calling forth the militia into “actual service,” 
or if there were, would it justify embodying them 
as “recruits,” for eight years term of service? No 
such constitutional exigency exists or is alleged; 
and I can view the secretary’s plan in no other light 
than as a proposition for raising a large standing 
ade without encountering the well-founded re- 
publican jealonsies which its name excites, or other- 
wise as a most ingenious device for extending the 
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| influence of the federal executive, by setting apart 


from the mass of the people, two hundred thousand 
voling, not fighting men, receiving pay from the 
United States as militia ‘in actual service,”? and 
looking up to the president as “their commander- 
in-chief,” as the constitution, in that case provides 
and directs. I know of but one precedent for so 
profound a contrivance; and that was in the days of 
the “English commonwealth,” so called, when that 
wily statesman Oliver Cromwell, divided the king- 
dom into “twelye military jurisdictions,” just as 
the secretary now proposes to divide the United 
States into ‘eight military districts,” and under co- 
ver of organizing the’ militia, cansed them to be 
‘“‘enlisted,” or recruited, under proper officers, and 
‘regular pay to be distributed ainong them;” which 
the historian says, the lord protector found to bea 
most effectual “resource” for repressing his politi- 
cal enemies, but which all reasonable men consi- 
dered as “throwing aside the mask of liberty,” and 
‘‘parcelling out the people into so many sub-divi- 
sions of slavery.”” I have no disposition to ques- 
tion the originality of the secretary, by insinuat- 
ing that he may have derived the hint of his plan 
from so celebrated an authority. 

But to return to the interesting question of the 
financial condition and prospects of the country, 
we have just had a most impressive admonition of 
the precarious and uncertain character of execu- 
tive ‘professions and assurances on this subject. 
You doubtless recollect that, in his message at the 
commencement of the session of congress, the pre- 
sident exhibited a highly flattering picture of the 
condition of the treasury, and of the very success- 
ful manner in which its operations had been con- 
ducted. He told the representatives of the peo- 
ple, “there is every reason to believe, if congress 
shall keep the appropriations within the estimates 
furnished by the executive, that the outstanding 
treasury notes will be redeemed, and the public 
expenses be defrayed” by the existing and current 
means of the treasury, ‘‘without imposing upon 
the people any additional burthen, either of loans 
or increased taxes;”’ and then proceeded to descant 
on the “great evilsof a public debt in time of 
peace.” This message was delivered on the twen- 
ty-fourth of December, 1839. But 

Nescia mens hominum fati sortisque future, 
Et servare modum, rebus sublata secundis— 

On the 4th day of February following, in-less 
than six weeks after these flattering assurances, 
and before any appropriation had been made by 
congress, except for their own pay, another mes- 
sage is sent, communicating an apprehended 
“deficiency”? in the revenue, and urgently calling 
on congress to “make early provision of certain 
and adequate” additional «‘means to guard the pub- 
lic efedit, and to meet promptly and faithfully any 
deficiencies in the revenue, from whatever cause they 
may arise’’—or, in other words, by another issue 
of treasury notes, ora loan in some other form, to 
incur ‘that very creation of a public debt,” with 
the denunciation of which he had embellished his 
discourse at the opening of the session of congress. 

Let us look a little farther into the president’s 
late annual message to congress, to see if it fur- 
nishes to the conservatives any ground to expect a 
change either of policy or doctrine on any of the 
questions on which they have differed with him. 
Does he renounce any of those dangerous and anti- 
republican claims of executive power which we 
have seen have been herotofore advanced by him 
and his friends? So far from it, he has, in the 
ominous declaration he makes in his message “that 
the execulive forms a component part of the legisla- 
tive power,”’ put forth a new, and by far the boldest 
and most unconstitutional pretension in behalf of 
executive power that ever was avowed or counte- 
nanced by any statesman in this country. Where 
ean the president find any thing to give color toso 
dangerous a dogma? The very first line of the 
constitution of the United States decisively repu- 
diates it by expressly declaring that ‘all legislative 
powers herein granted shall be vested in the congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a senate 
and house of representatives.”” Will the president 
endeavor to find some sanction to this bold preten- 
sion in that provision of the constitution which di- 
rects that when ‘‘a bill has passed the two houses 
of congress, it shall be presented to the president 
for his signature; and, if he refuse to sign it, he 
may return it, with his objections, to the house in 
which it originated?” But this very same provi- 
sion expressly declares that, though he has refused 
to sign it, yet the bill “‘shall become a law,” without 
his signature, if two-thirds of both houses overrule 
his objections. The same provisions also declares 
that if ‘a bill be not returned by the president 
within ten days after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as 


if he had signed it.” This very provision of the 





constitution, then, shewing that a bill may ‘‘be- 
come a law” without the concurrence of the presic 
dent, gives not the slightest suppert to the sweep- 
ing ciaim now brought forward. by him that the 
“executive forms a component part of the legisla- 
tive power;” while that claim, as already remarked, 
is most emphatically repudiated and condemned by 
the first line of the constitutien, which declares 
that ‘all legislative powers herein granted’ are 
vested in the two houses of congress, 

If this extraordinary declaration of the president 
were a mere barren theory, revolting as it is to the 
understanding, it might be permitted to pass with- 
out the expression of any other sentiment than that 
of “special wonder” that a statesman who had pass- 
ed through a succession of public trusts to the very 
highest known to the constitution, should so 
strangely have mistaken both the text and the 
spirit of the ‘‘great charter’? by which he holds 
his office, and which, in limiting and defining the 
powers and duties of public functionaries, intend- 
ed to give the highest practical security to the pub- 
lic liberties. Butit is no empty speculation on the 
part of the president. It shows the overweening 
anxiety with which he is intent on the assertion of 
executive prerogative and the enlargement of his 
own, powers, and how prone he is to confound the 
abuses of executive influence over the legislative 
department in the practical administration of the 
government (which he himself, by his system of 
party discipline, has so largely contributed to intro- 
duce) with the sacred text of the constitution 
itself. This new executive reading of the consti- 
tution was, doubtless, intended, and has been so 
interpreted by the president’s own party, to claim 
a wide latitude in the use and application of the 
veto power; for, if the ‘executive be a component 
part of the legislative power,” he would be justi- 
fied in withholding his approval of any act of le- 
gislation on the same principle which would justi- 
fy the non-concurrence of any other “component 
part”’ of the legislature—of the senate or house of 
representives, for example, in respectively decid- 
ing on bills sent from one house to the other. And 
as amere difference of opinion as to the expedien- 
cy of the measure proposed, has ever been held to 
justify one house in rejecting a bill passed by the 
other, so a like difference of opinion, under this 
new reading of the constitution, would justify the 
president, as a ‘component part of the legislative 
power,” in applying the qualified negative or veto, 
which the constitution gives him for special and 
extraordinary occasions, to any act of legislation 
passed by the two houses, of the expediency of 
which he may not entertain the same views that 
thev do. 


To show how utterly inconsistent this new view 
of the application of the presidential veto, is with 
the old republican doctrines, I need only refer you 
to Mr. Jetferson’s official opinion presented to gen. 
Washington on the constitutionality of the bank 
charter in 1791, in which he says, the veto was in- 
tended by the constitution as a shield to protect the 
constitutional rights of the states, and of the co- 
ordinate departments of the government from the 
invasions of the legislature, and even in such 
cases, it ought not to be interposed, unless the 
question should appear to the mind of the presi- 
dent to be a *“‘clear’’ one, and free from all reasona- 
ble doubt. If, however, under the novel theory 
broached by the present chief magistrate, this high 
and delicate power, from being ‘the extreme medi- 
cine, is to become the daily food of the constitu- 
tion,” and may be legitimately used to arrest an 
ordinary act of legislation, upon a mere difference 
of opinion as to its expediency, it is plain, that it 
works at once a fundamental revolution in our re- 
publican system, imparting to the executive power 
an irresistible energy, and enabling the president, 
in practice, habitually to set at naught the deci- 
sions of the legislative department; for, with the 

reat influence his station confers, he can rarely, 
if ever, fail to command the support of one-third 
of one or the other of the two houses of congress, 
which would be sufficient to sustain his negative, 
and thus put it in his power, by his single fiat, to 
control all the rest of both bodies of the legisla- 
ture. : 

In relation to the dangerous schemes of radical 
innovation heretofore recommended and encourag- 
ed by the president on the subject of the comtnel 
and so deeply affecting those daily interests of life, 
which ‘come home to the business and bosoms of 


men,” the late message, instead of disclosing any 


salutary modification of his former opinions, repro- 
duces those opinions, in a more naked, unequivo- 
eal and alarming form than they have ever, hereto. 
fore, been presented. It is evident, whatever 1 
have been said by his partisans to the contrary, 
that he aims at a total overthrow and destruction of 
the existing monetary system of the country, and 
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not merely at a safe and prudent reformof the 
errors and abuses which may have attended it. 
After speaking of certain gross irregularities in the 
course of business lately pursued by the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States, and one or two 
other banks, (irregularities for which the system, 
in general, cannot, with justice be held answera- 
ble, for they consisted in an acknowledged aban- 
donment of the fundamental principles and de- 
signs of banking, and ‘‘a deviation,” as the presi- 
dent himself says, ‘from the former course of busi- 
ness in this country),’’ he proceeds to exhibit a 
highly wrought picture of the evils and calamities 
which ensued; and then pronounces his ‘delenda 
est Curthago” against the whole system, in the 
sweeping declaration that—“these consequences 
are inherent in the present system—they are not 
influenced by the banks being large or small, cre- 
ated by national or state governments—they are 
the resuits of the irresistible laws of trade and 
eredit.”” He follows up this declaration with much 
more about the evils of ‘a credit system,” and the 
injuries inflicted ‘*by the resistless laws of a credit 
currency and credit trade,’? and, finally, after 
earnestly urging the policy and duty of the gene- 
ral government to collect its dues and pay its debts 
in gold and silver, he says, very significantly, that 
its example in so doing, would serve as ‘‘a rallying 
et by which our whole country may be brought 

ack to that safe and honored standard.”’ Now this 
certainly sounds very much like an exclusive hard 
money currency. It is true that the president, in 
another part of his message says, that ‘in a coun- 
try so commercial as ours, banks, in some form, 
will probably always exist;”’ but it is evident from 
what he says, in the same connection, that he 
means to exclude banks of cireulation, as now ex- 
isting, and if we have banks at all, they are to be 
banks of deposite, confined in their operations to 
their specie basis, or something of that sort, which 
would virtually operate, to all intents and purposes, 
as an exclusive hard money currency. 

My purpose now is not to discuss these extraor- 
dinary opinions and recommendations of the presi- 
dent, or to point out the ruinous consequences 
which so total a revolution in the monetary system 
of the country would bring with it to every class 
of society, creditors and salaried officers, as I have 
before remarked, alone excepted. This has been 
done with far more ability than I can pretend to, 
by one of the ablest and most distinguished writers 
on political economy in our country, (and a Vir- 
ginian too, I am proud to say), who, thongh re- 
moved from all connection with party politics, has 
been so startled by the dangerous fallacies of the 
president’s message, on subjects to which he has 
devoted the chief studies of his life, that he has felt 
it a duty, from which no good citizen is exempt, to 
aid in exposing them. You will find his views, 
(without his name, however, which his retired and 
unambitious course of life has doubtless caused him 
to wish to be withheld from the public, but which, 
if known, could not fail to draw general attention), 
in a letter recently addressed to a representative in 
congress, and published in the Madisonian of the 
28th and 30th of last month. I commend it to your 
attentive perusal, and I most ardently wish that it 
could be in the hands of every reading and reflect- 
ing man in the country. 

I will not touch upon the topics which he has 
so ably treated; but I cannot forbear to notice the 
extraordinary and unprecedented tone of dictation 
and denunciation, which the president, in the fiery 
zeal with which he is animated for the propagation 
of his favorite schemes, has permitted himself to 
assume in his message towards the sovereign states 
of the union. He’indalges in the most vehement 
animadversions .on their systems of state policy. 
He invokes a ruthless spirit of extermination against 
their banking institutions, “‘by whose means” he 
says the provisions of the constitution, authorising 
congress “to coin money and regulate the value 
thereof,’ and prohibiting the states ‘‘to coin money, 
emit bills of credit,’ &c. have been “practically, sub- 
verted.”” He calls upon the states “from whose le- 

islation”’ he says ‘‘these evils have sprung,”’ to ‘‘ap- 
ply the remedy,” and especially to enforce ‘an in- 
flexible execution of the laws” against banks which 
have suspended specie payments, or in other words 
rigidly to exact a forfeiture of their charters! After 
these imprecations on the state banks, he arraigns 
the state legislatures for “‘plunging their respective 
states into embarrassinent and debt,” telling them 
that “our people will not long be insensible to the 
extent of the burdens entailed upon them” and 
holds up the states to the view of the world, for 
their extravagance and improvidence, in such a 
manner as cannot fail seriously to prejudice their 
credit, whatever be their resources. So vehement 
is his horror of the credit system, that he seems to 
view with instinctive aversion every thing which it 





may have assisted to create, and proceeds to de- 
nounce those noble and most useful state improve- 
ments, which have caused the recent wilderness of 
America to “blossom as the rose,” as “splendid but 
in many instances profitless rail roads and canals, 
absorbing the fruits of national industry for years 
to come, and securing to posterity no adequate re- 
turn!” After this onslaught on the policy of the 
States, and their institutions and establishments, he 
summons up the spirits and enkindles the zeal of 
his followers for the work of demolition before 
them, by the war cries of “monopoly,” “privileged 
associations,” ‘‘partial legislation,” and tells them 
that ‘‘the abuses which they have the power peace- 
ably to remedy are suchas have elsewhere caused 
the effusion of rivers of blood, and the sacrifice of 
thousands of the human race,” but that he “hopes 
they will carry through the reforrn which has been 
so well begun,” “submitting to temporary sacrifices, 
however great, to ensure their permanent welfare.” 

Upon what new conception of the powers and 
duties of a chief magistrate of the union, the pre- 
sident has felt himself authorised thus to interfere 
with the domestic concerns of the states, and to 
arraign, lecture and dictate to them in regard to 
matters belonging to their exclusive jurisdiction, 
(an interference which seems to me to be consoli- 
dation in its worst form, and if submitted to in this 
instance, would be a precedent justifying an inter- 
ference with any other, even the most delicate of 
all the domestic institutions of the states), I know 
not. But no reflecting or sober minded man can 
fail to perceive, for an instant, the wide-spead ruin 
which would ensue to the whole country, if this 
war upon its industrious pursuits and its establish- 
ed policy and institutions shall continue to be pro- 
secuted, in the destructive and fanatical spirit which 
the president encourages, if he has not infused, into 
his followers. ‘Great as are the sacrifices,’? which 
he himself anticipates, they bid defiance even to his 
powers of description. Let those institutions which 
supply the currency and contribute in so large a 
degree to uphold the credit of the states, be annihi- 
lated. Let those noble state improvements, which 
give value to the products of agriculture, and life 
aud animation to industry, in creating and opening 
a way to profitable markets, be abandoned and suf- 
fered to become ‘‘an heap of stones,” let the value of 
every description of labor and property be brought 
down to the standard of an exclusive hard money 
currency—and the imagination may conceive, but 
no pen can adequately portray the general scene of 
desolation and distress which will follow. To my 
mind, the most appropriate type of it is presented 
in the ravages of Attila, in the fifth century, over 
the face of the fairest portion of Europe. It was 
the boast of that celebrated chieftain, “that the 
grass never grew upon any spot where his horse 
had trod;”? and if the destructive doctrines of the 
president shall be carried out, in the spirit of bis 
message, he, too, may boast of a similar triumph 
over the prosperity, happiness and civilization of 
his country. : 

Have we not, already, had some foretaste of the 
disastrous consequences, which the propagation of 
this spirit and these doctrines, is likely to produce, 
in the recent proceedings of the president’s party 
in the legislature of one of the most powerful states 
of the union—I allude to Pennsylvania. Under the 
instigation of the president’s message, we have seen 
his political friends there bringing in and triumph- 
antly carrying through one branch of the legislature, 
by dint of party dicipline, a bill for forcing a re- 
sumption of specie payments by the banks within 
hifteen days, which, it was understood, would have 
been promptly passed, under the same influence, by 
the other branch, but for the patriotic intervention 
of the governor, who, seeing the inevitable distress 
and ruin which so precipitate a measure must bring 
upon the community, and that it had already in- 
flicted a serious blow on the credit of the state her 
self, by rendering itimpossible to meet the payment 
of a large amount of interest on her public debt, on 
the day it fell due, and thus exposed that great 
commonwealth to the injurious effects as well as 
mortification, of a violation of her solemn engage- 
ments, came forward nobly, in the face of the party 
denunciations which he foresaw and declared would 
be visited upon him, and earnestly appealed to the 
legislature to pause, and re-consider the dangerous 
measure which was in progress. Putin Washing- 
ton itself, under the personal surveillance and di- 
rection of the movements of his party by the presi- 
dent, we have seen astill more alarming exhibition 
of thisreckless and unconstitutional spirit of inter- 
ference with the domestic concerns and credit of 
the states. On motion of a memberof the senate, 
fresh, not from the people, but from the cabinet of 
the president, of whichhe was but a few days ago, 
a member, we have seen a committee raised, upon 
a feigned issue of assumption, (which no state, or 








any one on behalf of a state had proposed), to take 
cognizance of the subject of state debts, calling up 
the states in succession to the bar of the senate, 
passing in review their pecuniary engagements and 
condition, and so glaringly to all intents and pur- 
poses, sitting as a commission of bankruptcy on the 
affairs of the states, that when their report eame in 
it was indignantly sent back, to the committee by 
which it was prepared, with the concurrence of 
many of their political friends, to have a portion of 
it suppressed and expunged. 

When to these, and the other evidences of con. 
temptuons disregard for the rights and dignity of 
the states, to which I have already referred, we add 
the bold act of party power, by which the presi- 
dent’s friends in the other house of congress did not 


hesitate to disfranchise a sovereign state of the. 


union of her constitutional right of representation, 
in order to effect the election of a party speaker, 
(in which object, however, as if by the retributive 
judgment of Providence, they were at last disap- 
pointed)—a disfranchisement which to this day is 
continued, and may be indefinitely prolonged—we 
may form some idea of the modesty, as well as 
justice, with which the president and his party have 
presumed to appropriate to themselves the name of 
state rights republicans. In my humble judgment, 
the present chief magistrate, has departed from 
every leading principle of republicanism, the pro- 
fession of which brought him into office; and for 
myself, I cannot conceive how any one who is truly 
a republican and a conservative—who, in the ad- 
ministration of the government is the advocate ofa 
conservative as opposed toa destructive policy,— 
who is the friend of state rights in opposition to 
federal consolidation,—who would maintain legis- 
lative independence against executive supremacy,— 
who would see the government of this great confe- 
deracy administered as a high national trust, and 
not as a party job,—who, in short, loves liberty 
more than power—can support his re-election. Let 
others decide as they may, I certainly cannot. 

Let us now see what are the public principles and 
opinions, the life and character, of pate Harri- 
son, the sole opposing candidate for the presidency, 
and if they do not present a better guarantee for 
the safe republican administration of the govern- 
ment. It has been the singular fortune of general 
Harrison to have been more misrepresented and 
consequently misunderstood, particularly in his 
native state, than any other distinguished citizen of 
our country. The reason of this is, doubtless, to 
be found in the circumstance that for the last ten 
or twelve years of his life, he has been withdrawn 
from the scenes of active political employment, and 
that while his name was before the country, in the 
last presidential election, exposing him of eourse, 
to much denunciation and misrepresentation froin 
his political adversaries, the attention of the oppo- 
sition party of the south was mainly directed to a 
distinguished citizen of their own section, so that 
there was no party interest felt at that time, in the 
south, in detecting and exposing the numerous and 
gross misrepresentations of which he was made the 
subject by an unscrupulous press. From this state 
of things, it has arisen, that in the south generally, 
and in Virginia particularly, the most unfounded 
charges have been widely propagated in regard to 
his public principles and conduet, and till lately 
without efficient contradiction and exposure,—thus 
imposing on many good citizens, who will be now 
eager to repair the injustice they have done him. 
The most prominent of these charges, which is still 
wantonly repeated, is that general Harrison is an 
abolitionist. I have recently investigated with care, 
all the evidences of his.principles and conduct on 
this, as well as other important public questions, 
and L am thoroughly convinced that if there be one 
man, who has entitled himself to the gratitude of 
the south, beyond all others, by the noble and dis- 
interested zeal he has at all times manifested, the 
sacrifices he has freely made, the single-heartedness 
with which he has exposed Himself to persecution 
and political proscription, in defence of the consti- 
tutional rights of the south, and the peace and safe- 
ty of their fire-sides, against all interference whe- 
ther of fanaticism or political ambition, that man is 
William Henry Harrison, of Ohio. 

You have doubtless read the speech made by him 
at Vincennes, in the state of Indiana, in 1835, in 
which, in the face of a non-slaveholding audience, 
he gallantly volunteered to defend the rights and 
interests of the south. Where can be found, even 
in the productions of any southern statesman, a 
more energetic and unsparing denunciation of the 
schemes of the abolitionists? He pronounces them 
to be ‘weak, presumptuons and unconstitufional” 
—‘‘illegal, persecuting and dangerous;”’ and after 
depicting in glowing language the fatal econsequen- 
ces to which they must: lead, he calls upon his au- 
dience with indignant earnestness, to “frown upon 
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measures which are to produce results so inuch to 
be deprecated.” He lays down in the broadest and 
most unequivocal terms, the fundamental principle 
that the subject of slavery is under the sole and ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of the states in which it exists, 
and that neither the general government nor the 
ngn-slaveholding states have any right whatever to 
interfere with it; and he moreover contends that dis- 
cussions upon the subject in the non-slaveholding 
states, tending in their consequences, as they do, to 
jeopard the peace and impair the rights of the slave- 
holding states, are an abuse of the freedom of speech 
and of the press, in violation of the spirit and pervad- 

‘ ingdesign of the constitution. The same declarations 
were made by him, and with greate: emphasis, if 
possible,in an address deliysred to an assembly of his 
fellow citizens at Cheviot, in Ohio, on the 4th of July, 
1833; from which an isolated passage, (in which the 
author admiting slavery to be an evil, says he would 
gladly see the surplus revenue of the union devoted 
to its progressive extinction by the purchase and 
colonization of the slaves, **with the sanction of the 
states holding them,”’) has been artfully culled, and 
given to the public, carefully suppressing the con- 
text, in which general Harrison mairtains, in the 
strong and unqualified language I am about to cite, 
that ‘the slave population is under the exclusive 
co.itrol of the states which possess them,” and that 
“neither the general government nor the non-slave- 
holding states can interfere in any way, with the 
right of property in slaves,” and at the same time 
denounces the schemes of the abolitionists as fraught 
with “horrors, upon which an incarnate devil only 
could look with approbation.” 

But even if the incidental and abstract suggestions 
above noticed in the Cheviot speech of general 
Hairison were to be looked at, disconnected from 
its context, however we might differ from him both 
as to its practicability and some of the principles 
involved, justice and candor would still require us 
to bear in mind that, but a few years ago, similar 
sentiments were freely expressed both by the press 
and public councils of Virginia, and that a plan for 
eifecting the same object, almost identical with that 
thrown out by general Harrison, was developed and 
earnestly advocated by Mr. Jefferson, in a letter 
addressed by him, during the last years of his life, 
to Mr. Sparks, which you will see in the 4th vol. 
of his writings, page 378—391. But I again repeat, 
where is the man, whether of the south or of the 
north, who in the practical assertion of the rights of 
the south, and in energetic and decisive reprobation 
of the projects of the abolitionists, has gone farther 
than general Harrison. A just people cannot forget 
the noble and self-sacrificing devotion with which 
he stood alone, out of all the representatives of the 
western non-slaveholding states, and in a little 
band of but two or three fies: the whole non-slave- 
holding region of the union, in steadily resisting, on 
behail of the rights and interests of the south, the me- 
morable Missouri restriction, and the kindred pro- 
position made at the same period to restrict the in- 
troduction of slaves into the territory of Arkansas— 
patriotic self-devotion, by which he lost his seat in 
congress, and incurred popular odium and proscrip- 
tion, for a season, in bis own state.- All this gene- 
ral Harrison did fieely, from a sense of duty to the 
constitution of his country, and to the rights and 
interests of the southern states, at a time when he 
had nothing to ask at their hands. What was the 
course of the present chief magistrate, in whose be- 
half general Harrison is now sought to be stigmatis- 
ed as an abolitionists, under the same circumstan- 
ces? .He, then, asa member of the senate of New 
York, voted in favor of instructions to the senators 
and representatives of that state, in congress, to 
support the Missouri restriction and a year or two 
afterwards, as a nember of the senate of the United 
States, voted in favor of the proposition to restrict 
the introduction of slaves into the territory of Flori- 
da. Well, therefore, might the south require of 
him some pledge of fidelity to their rights, when 
he became a candidate for their suffrages to elevate 
him to the station he now occupies. But what fur- 
ther or higher pledge can general Harrison have to 
give, than his conduct and opinions, uniformly sus- 
tained through every change of circumstances, and 
at every personal sacrifice, coupled with that just 
and republican definition of the true province of the 
presidential veto in his letter to Sherrod Williams, 
esq. in which he says ‘‘it is a conservative power 
intended only to be used to secure the constitution 
itself from violation, and to protect the rights of the 
minority and the weaker members of the union”’— 
a definition obviously framed, in its Jast clause par- 
ticularly, with reference to that vital interest of the 
south, of which he has proved himself, through good 
and through evil report, the disiuterested and pa- 
triotie champion. 

Another denunciatory charge against gen. Har- 
rison, and alike destitute of foundation, which has 





been extensively propagated, is, that he was ‘‘a 
black cockade . :deralist and an advocate of the alien 
and sedition laws,” during the administration of the 
elder Mr. Adams. This charge has been most de- 
cisively met and refuted by judge Burnet, a distin- 
guished citizen, and lately one of the senators in 
congress, of the state of Ohio, who, from an intimate 
personal acquaintance with general Harrison at the 
period alluded to, declares that ‘he was a firm, con- 
sistent, unyielding republican of the Jefferson 
school, and warmly advocated the election of Mr. 
Jefferson against Mr. Adams.” General Harrison 
himself, in a debate in the senate of the United 
States, in March, 1826, in replying to some obser- 
vations of Mr. Randolph, importing a similar charge, 
explicitly declared that, while in common with his 
constituents, the legislature of the northwestern 
territory whose delegate in congress he then was, 
he approved the course of Mr. Adams’ administra- 
tion in the controversy with the French government, 
and had a great personal respect for Mr. Adaws as 
an honest man and a patriot, ‘this oppusition to the 
alien and sedition laws was so well known in the 
territory, that a promise was extorted from him by 
his friends in the legislature that, as he had no vote 
in the proceedings of congress, he would-not unne- 
cessarily compromise the local interests of bis con- 
stituents by the expression of his political opinions.” 
But whether general Harrison has been or isa fede- 
ralist must depend on the character of his political 
principles, and not on the arbitrary classification of 
personal or party prejudice. Now, it so happens 
that we have an authentic and most lucid exposi- 
tion of his political principles by himself, at a pe- 
riod of hfe when they must have been fully matur- 
ed and thoroughly settled, in an address to the vo- 
ters of his district, before whom he was then a can- 
didate for a seat in congress, which was published 
in the Cineinnati Inquisitor, under date of the 17th 
September, 1822. 
In that admirable address, he declares that he is 
‘a republican of-the old Jeffersonian school,” and 
derives his principles of constitutional interpreta- 
tion “from the celebrated resolutions of the Vir- 
ginia legislature of °98 and *99’’—that he, there- 
fore, ‘denies to the general government the exer- 
cise of any power but what is expressly given to it 
by the constitution, or what is essentially necessa- 
ry to carry the powers expressly given into effect” 


that “he believes the charter given to the Bank of 


the United States was unconstitutional’’—that ‘he 
believes in the tendency of a large public debt to 
sap the foundation of the constitution, by creating 
a moneyed aristocracy, whose views and interests 
must be in direct hostility to those of the mass of 
the people,’’ and that he is, therefore, “in favor of 
every practicable retrenchment in the expenditures 
of the government”—that ‘the believes in the right 
of the people to instruct their representatives, 
when elected”—and, finally, that he believes ‘upon 
the preservation of the union of the states depends 
the existence of our civil and religious liberties— 
that the true cement of this union is the brotherly 
love and regard which the citizens of the several 
states possess for éach other—and that, as the 
union was effected only by a spirit of mutual con- 
cession and forbearance, so only can it be preserv- 
ed.” A political creed more truly republican and 
patriotic than this, I think you willagree with me, 
has never been submitted to the American people; 
and as it was delivered to the world when the ex- 
perience and reflection of a life then but little short 
of fifty years had impressed their seal upon his 
opinions, it must, in candor, be presumed to form 
the basis of his public policy and conduct. 

But, it is said that gen. Harrison has voted fora 
protective tariff, for internal improvements by the 
general government, and is in favor of a national 
bank. In regard to this last allegation, I think I 
sha!l be able to show you presently that it is whol- 
ly gratuitous. As tothe others, what more has 
general Harrison done than Mr. Van Buren? Mr. 
Van Buren voted for the worst of all the tariffs, the 
tariff of 1828, commonly called the bill of abomi- 
nations, Very gross and wanton injustice has been 
done general Harrison, by perverting a passage in 
an address delivered by him to an agricultural so- 
ciety in Ohio in 1831, 80 as to make the impres- 
sion that he would not be willing to relax or aban- 
don the tariff policy “till under its operation the 
grass was found to grow in the streets of Norfolk 
and Charleston.”? The truth is that this expression 
was quoted by general Harrison from an agricultu- 
ral address of Mr. James M. Garnett of our own 
siate, who had argued that such was the actual 


effect of the tariff on_the south, and general Har- | 


rison, responding fo the argument, declared, if 
such were really its effect, then “he would in- 
stantly give his voice for its modification or entire 
repeal.” The sentiments of general Harrison are 
known to-be those of distinguished liberality on 
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this subject; for in his Cheviot speech he declares, 
with as much justness of thought as elegance of 
expression, that ‘even in cases where the injurious 
operation of a measure of the general government 
is confined to a few, and it is beneficial to a large 
majority of the states, it would be evidence of as 
littie foresight, as of moral rectitude in the latter, 
to countenance the injury.” On the subject of 
internal improvements, general Harrison, I appre- 
hend, never gave so strong a vote in affirmation of 
the power of the general government, as Mr. Van 
Buren’s vote for the erection of toll gates on the 
Cumberland road, according to his own admission, 
was; and if you look into the recent report of the 
secretary of war, you will find that that officer, as 
the organ of the administration in this branch of 
the public policy, distinctly asserts the constitu- 
tional power of internal improvements in the fede- 
ral government, ‘in regard to such works as are of 
general utility,’ while his statements and remarks 
show that appiopriations for works even of a diffe- 
rent character have received the official approval 
and signature of the president. General Harrison, 
in his letter to Sherrod Williams, esq. declares his 
opinion that ‘*no money should be taken from the 
treasury of the United States to be expended on 
internal improvements, but for those which are 
strictly national,” and inculcates, with great force, 
the propriety of *‘forbearance and conciliation in 
regard to a power, the exercise of which, had pro- 
duced, and would, doubtless, continue to produce 
jealousies and dissension.” 

Let us now see what foundation there is for the 
assertion that general Harrison is in favor of a na- 
tional bank. We have already seen that, in his 
address to the voters of the Cincinnati district in 
1822, he expressly declared that “she believed the 
charter given to the Bank of the United States was 
unconstitutional.’’? In his. letter to Mr. Sherrod 
Williams, in answer to the query, ‘“‘whether if 
elected president, he would sign a bill with proper 
modifications and restrictions, for chartering a Bank 
of the United States,” he replies in the following 
very specific and guarded terms—*I would, if it 
were clearly ascertained that the public interest in 
relation to the collection and disbursement of the 
revenue would materially suffer without one, and 
there were unequivocal manifestations of public 
opinion in its favor. I think, however, the experi- 
ment should be fairly tried to ascertain whether the 
financial operations of the government cannot be 
as well carried on without the aid of a national 
bank. If it is not necessary for that purpose, it 
does not appear to me that one can be constitu- 
tionally chartered. There is noconstruction which 
I can give to the constitution which would autho- 
rise it,on the ground of affording facilities to com- 
merce,” It is tobe remarked that general Harrison 
here, speaks not of what he would recommend, or is 
personally in farvor of, bat what he would do, in 
the event of a bill for chartering a bank, under pro- 
per modifications and restrictions, being passed by 
congress and presented to him for his signature; 
and even in that ease he says he would sign it only 
under the special contingeucies he enumerates, to 
wit: that it hed been clearly ascertained by expe- 
rience to be necessary for carrying on the financial 
operations of the government, and that there were 
unequivocal manifestations of public opinion in its 
favor,” and, he adds emphatically, that unless it 
should be shown “to be necessary for conducting 
the financial operations of the government, he does 
not think one can be constitutionally chartered.” 
Connecting what general Harrison here says with 
the declaration in his address to the voters of his 
district in 1822, it is evident that his own leanings 
are decidedly against a national bank. While this 
is general Harrison’s position on the question of a 
national bank, Mr. Van Buren is, we know, actives 
ly exerting all the influence of bis high office to 
force upon the country a great government bank, 
(under the disguise of bis sub-treasury scheme), 
controlled entirely by executive agency, and thus 
effecting, in the hands of the president that union 
of the moneyed and political power of the govern- 
ment, which has ever been held fatal to the liber- 
ties of a free people. 

This question of executive power is, after all, the 
great and paramount question of the day, threaten- 
ing, as it does, the existence of that civil and poli- 
tical freedom on which all our institutions repose, 
We have seen what a rapid and alarming develop- 
ment, by means of party discipline, the abuse of 
official patronage, and the new and extraordinary 
pretensions put forth by the president and bis 
friends, this power has recently attained; till the 
government bas been warped into practical me- 
narchy of the worst sort, in which all power is . 
centred in one man, to be used, not for the good ef - 
the people, but for the exclusive benefit of a party. 
To “correct this procedure” —to “restain executive 
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ower’ within, its. legitimate bounds—to bring, 
ack the ‘‘administration to republican forms an 
principles,” and to protect the ‘purity and inde- 
pendence of the legislative department,” should 
now be the object of every republican patriot, as it 
was that which, Mr. Jetterson tells us, (4th vol. of 
his writings, page ene first aroused and united 
the republicans of 98 and ’99. To enable you the 
better, to judge of the principles and opinions of 
general Harrison on this great question of execu- 
tuve power, in contrast with the doctrines and 
practices of the present administration, { will ex- 
tract from his letter to the honorable Harman Den- 
ny, written four years ago, certain cardinal princi- 
ples which he lays down ‘‘as proper to be observed 
by any executive sincerely desirous of restoring 
the government 4o its original simplicity and re- 
publicanism,” and then exhibit in immediate juxta 
position to them the correlative principles fairly 
deducible from the practice or express declara- 
tions of the president or his friends. 

Doctrines of gen. Har- _ Doctrines or practice of 
rison laid down in his let- Mr. Van Buren and his 
ter to H, Denny, esq. Friends, 


Ist. The executive Ist. The executive 


should disclaim all control 
over the public moneys 
except under strict an 
precise limitation of law. 


2nd. He should never 
attempt to influence elec- 
tions, nor sufler the federal 
officers to take any part in 
them farther than to give 
their own votes. 

3d. ‘I'he exercise of the 
veto power should be limit- 
ed to cuses of unconstitu- 
tionality, encroachment on 
the rights of the states and 
individuals, or cases, in- 
volving deep iniéerests, 
where there may appear 
to have been inadvertence 
or precipitation in the ac- 
tion of cunyress. 

4th. Removals from of- 
fice should not be arbitra- 
ry, but for cause to be 
stated to the senate, if re- 
quested, at the time of 
nominating the successor. 


Sith. The president 
should never suffer the in- 
fluence of his office to be 
used for purposes of a 
purely party character. | 

6th. That the executive 
departmeat should not be 
made the source of legisla- 
tion, but that the whole 
business of making laws, 
for the people should be 
left to the tree and inde- 
pendent action of the le- 
gislature. 


All the above republi- 
can maxiins are laid down 
in the letter of general 
Harrison to H. Denny, 


esq. 


should have the custody 
and control of the public 
moneys, and be at liberty, 
moreover, to employ 
banks at its discretion 
without limitation of law. 
See sub-treasury scheme 
and president’s message 
to congress in December, 
1833. 

2nd. It is the right and 
duty of executive ofiice- 
holders to intermeddle 
with elections. See Mr. 
Wall's report, countenanc- 
ed by the executive. 

3d. ‘The veto power may 
be exercised by the prest- 
deut, being a competent 
part of the legislative pow- 
er,’ for mere difference 
of opinion as to the expe- 
diency of the measure. 
See the president’s last 
message, and interpreta- 
tion of it in the Richmond 
Enquirer. 

4th. Public officers, 
however c:pable and faith- 
ful, may be removed, and 
others, however | faithless 
and incompetent, may be 
retained, at the mere will 
of the president, as may 
bestserve the interests of 
the party. See currespon- 
dence of secretary of the 
treasury, aud practice of 
the president. 

Sih. “lo the victor be- 
long the spoils of victory.” 
See motto of gov. Marcy 
illustrated in the practice 
of the administration. 

6th. ‘The executive prac- 
tically the source of all le- 
gislation under the new 
system of party discipline 
which requires every mem- 
ber of the party to support 
the recommendations of 
the president, right or 
wrong. See modern prac- 
tice of party discipline. 








After running over this parallel of the principles | 
and doctrines of the two candidates for the presiden- | 
cy, in regard to the fundamental question of the 
powers and duties of the executive department, no 
one can hesitate as to which of the two is the re- 
publican candidate. But, it may be asked, what 
guarantee has general Harrison to offer that he 
would faithfully carry out the principles which he 
has so properly laid down as the guides and land 
marks of a republican administration? Besides a 
character, unstained by treachery in private or pub- 
lic life, he offers a security of no small importance 
in the formal and public declaration that, if elect- 
ed, he would, under ho circumstances whatever, 
allow himself to be a candidate for re-election.-— 
Coining inio office with this express renunciation 
of all future personal aspirations, he could have 
but one motive to actuate him in the discharge of 
his high dulties—a patriotic devotion to the interests 
and happiness of his country, and a nobie ainbition 
to identify his name with the permanence of her 








free republican institations. The example which 


general Harrison has thus set, in contributing to in- 
troduce a dey ng to which our wisest statesmen 
have attached the highest importance, constitutes 
of itself a strongclaim to the support of a republi- 
can people. It is known that Mr. Jefferson, at the 
formation of the constitution, pronounced. the re- 
eligibility of the president to be its capital, and pos- 
sibly atsome future day, its fatal defect. How 
impressively have passing events added their testi- 
mony to the sagacity and wisdom of his foresight! 
The first term of a presidency has now come to be 
almost wholly devoted to securing the re-election of 
the incumbent, by party combinations and arrange- 
ment, by the surveillance and direction of popular 
elections; by turning patronage to the best account, 
for its possessor, and by all the other resources of 
party tactics, (even to the unseemly participation 
of the chief magistrate himself in the eanvass), to 
the great neglect and prejudice of the national in- 
terest. He who by placing himself on the princi- 
ple of a self-imposed ineligibility after a single 
term of service in the presidential office, shall con- 
tribute to make it henceforward a part of the politi- 
cal usages and common Jaw of the country, will 
have closed up one of the most copious sources of 
existing abuses, and have earned for bimself a last- 
ing title to the respect and gratitude of his coun- 
trymen. 

Regarding general Harrison, for the reasons I 
have mentioned, as the true republican candidate 
for the presidency of the two now presented to the 
choice of the country, I shal! unhesitatingly give 
him my support. I shalldo so with the more cheer- 
fulness, because, while best consulting thereby, as 
I honestly believe, those great republican princi- 
ples which I have ever considefed to be inseparably 
united with the happiness of my country, I shall 
assist to confer its highest meed on an eminent citi- 
zen who has rendered it the most signal and impor- 
tant services at atime, when to serve, neant some- 
thing far other than merely to receive the emolu- 
ments of office—on one who, having successively 
enjoyed the confidence of Washington, Jefferson 
and Madison, would be naturally prompted to emu- 
late their high example; who, in all the various and 
delicate trusts he has held, has ever shown that he 
preferred his country to himself, and has retired 
from them all, amid the numerous and alluring 
temptations they presented to private gain, with 
clean hands and unsuspected honor, neither guilty 
of infidelity himself, nor winking at it in others, 
and who-now in the honorable retirement of pri- 
vate life, combining theennobling pursuits of the 
agriculturist, the scholar and the patriot-citizen, is 
emphatically one of the people, knowing how to 
appreciate their interests, as well as to maintain 
and defend their rights. I cannot doubt that the 
principles we have held in common, will have 
brought us to acyummon conclusion: but whether 
this should be the case or not, you will, I am sure, 
do me justice to believe that in forming the judg- 
iment I have done, upon the most deliberate and 
careful reflection, 1 have been actuated by no per- 
sonal feeling, by no mere party views, but by asin- 
cere and anxious wish for the liberty, happiness 
and honorof my country. I am very respectfully 
and truly, your friend, W. C. RIVES. 

To » esq. 








TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 27. The following memorials and pe- 
titions were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Buchanan, nine memorials from citizens 
of Pennsylvania, all asking thata moderate duty 
may be imposed on foreign silk. 

By Mr. Tuppan, from two hundred and thirty- 
eight citizens of Ohio, asking the aid of congress 
in making a settlement in Oregon territory, on 
Lewis river, by making such grants as may be 
deemed proper. 

By Mr. Williams, from William Blake, asking 
to bring from Canada, free of duty, a quantity of 
shot, or sprue iron, for reasons set forth in a com- 
munication. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill authorising the secretary of the trea- 
sury to compromise with the sureties of the late 
collector of New York, Samuel Swartwout. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Buchanan, on the 
subject of such amendment of the constitution as 
would secure a larger specie basis for the currency 
was taken up, and after being debated by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Preston, Buchanan, Henderson, Grundy, 
Davis, Clay, of Alabama, and others, it was adopted 
by the senate, and the select committee consisting 
of seven was appointed by the chair, viz: Messrs. 
Buchanan, Grundy, Crittenden, Wright, Davis, Clay, 
of Alabama, and Henderson. 

‘The report of the select committee on the resolu- 
ticns of Mr. Benton came up as the special order; 


when Mr. Strange addressed the senate at great 
length; and was followed by Mr. Henderson against 
the report. | , 
Mr. Grundy said, if no other gentleman desired 
to speak, he would move an adjournment, and make 
the few remarks he desired in the morning. 

Mr. Tallmadge having intimated a desire to say 
something on the subject. 

The senate, on his motion, adjourned. 


February 28. The vice president communicated 
to the senate a letter from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, covering a report in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the 3d December, 1839, asking whether 
certain government drafts had been paid in specie, 
&c. The document contains letters from the banks, 
numbered from one to twenty-two. Ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. | 
The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and referred: — 

By Mr. Webster, a large bundle of petitions on the 
subject of slavery. Motion to receive ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, others, remonstrating against the use of 
bloodhounds. Mr. W. said he wished to hear some- 
thing decisive in relation to this matter from an au- 
thentic source, in order that the public might be 
disabused. 

Also, others, asking the influence of government 
in bringing about a congress of nations to prevent 
the horrors of war. 

Also, from the manufacturers of umbrellas, ask- 
ing that a duty may be imposed on the foreign ma- 
nufacture. . 

Also, seven memorials, very numerously signed 
by citizens of Pennsylvania, calling the attention 
of congress to the prostrate state of the American 
trade, which they allege is owing to the reduction 
of the tariff, and asking that it may be placed on 
the same footing it was prior to the compromise act. 
Mr. W. said he heartily concurred with the memo- 
rialists in their views, and hoped that they would 
be considered. 

By Mr. Alien, from citizens of Washington com- 
posing the democratic association in the city of 
Washington, asking a renewal and modification of 
the charter of said city. 

By Mr. Buchanan, seven memorials from citizens 
of Pennsylvania, asking the passage by congress of 
a general bankrupt law. 

Also, asking the restoration of the protective sys- 
tem. 

By Mr. Mouton, from citizens of Louisiana, ask- 
ing a repeal of the naturalization laws. 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the organization of a com- 
pany of sappers, miners and pontoniers. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on naval af- 


the general assembly of Connecticut, for the esta- 
blishment of a national foundry within that state; 
and that it be referred-to the committce on military 
affairs. 

Mr. Wright called up the report of the committee 
on commerce in relation to the memorial of the 
Transatlantic Stearn Navigation company, asking a 
debenture on the coal used in the homeward voyage. 
After some few remarks from -Messrs. Wright, 
Tuppan, Betis and Buchanan, the report was passed 
over informally, with the understanding that it was 
to be called up and definitely acted ‘on at the next 
meeting of the senaté. 

The report of the select committee on the as- 
sumption of state debts was taken up, when Mr. 
Talimadge spoke at length against the report. 


On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate adjourned 
to Monday. 


March 2. Memorials and petitions were present- 
ed and referred as follows: 


By Mr. Tappan, from citizens of Ohio, asking 
congress to construct a road froin the valley of the 
Ohio to the valley of the river. 

By Mr. Webster, from one hundred and twenty- 
five citizens of New York, asking the enactment of 
a uniform bankrupt law. -On presenting this me- 
morial, ’ 

Mr. Webster said: I will take this occasion to 
observe, that a misapprehension appears to exist as 
to the effect of one of the provisions suggested by 
me. I mean that provision which proposes to 
withhold a certificate from any and every bankrupt 
who shall, with the view of taking the benefit of the 
act, make preferences among his creditors. It 
seems to be supposed that this might apply to those 
who have hereiofore made such preferences. But 
this is not the case, and is notintended. The pre- 
ferences must be- made after the passage of the act. 
Up to this time, preferences to endorsers, sureties, 
&c. have been every where made, because the 
have been lawful; but after the passage of the bill, 





if it should pass, such preferences could not be 
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made by any one who intended, at the time of mak- 
ing such preferences, to take the benefit of the act. 

My wishes embrace two great objects. 

First. To clear out and discharge all persons 
who are now insolvent, upon an honest and fair as- 
signment of their property, be it little or great, and 
not looking back to any dispositions or. transfers of 
property which they may have heretofore made by 
way of preference. pat 

Second. To have such a system of distribution 
for the effects of such persons as shall hereafter 
become insolvent, as shall secure a fair, equal, cheap 
and speedy division amoug their creditors. Let by- 

ones be bygones; but hereafter, let all honest cre- 
Fitors stand on the same footing, and let not a man’s 
particular friends be induced to hold him up, and 

ive him a false credit, after he shall have become 
insolvent in fact, in consequence of a secret under- 
standing between him and them that he will, at all 
events, secure them. 

By Mr. Calhoun, a memorial in relation to a uni- 
form bankrupt law 

By Mr. Wright, from the board of underwriters 
of New York, remonstrating against any alteration 
in the laws respecting the pilots of that port. And 
two memorials in favor of the bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Sturgeon, four memorials remonstrating 
against the use. of bloodhounds. 

By Mr. Allen, from two hundred and forty citi- 
zens of Ohio, asking for the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. And from one hundred and thirty- 
three citizens of the same state, praying that the 
laws of the United States may be extended over the 
territory of Oregon. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from the United States Insu- 
rance company of Pensylvania, stating that the go- 
vernment of Hayti had, in the year 1811, sequester- 
ed property, in violation of the rights of American 
citizens, and asking redress, or that justice nay be 
done the company. And several in relation to 
bloodhounds. 

By Mr. Young, from citizens of Illinois, asking 
for the establishment of a post route. And from 
citizens of a certain portion of the state, asking a 
donation of public land for purposes of education. 

By Mr. Henderson, a memorial of the legislature 
of Mississippi, asking the adjustment of claims un- 
der the Choctaw treaty, and that pre-emption to 
lands in that state might be protected. 

Also, from the same, asking for the establishment 
of a national hospital at Vicksburg. 

Also, from the same, in relation to the erection 
of alight house at Pass Christian and Pass Mary 
Ann, 

Mr. Ruggles, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill to provide for the better security of 
the lives of passengers travelling in boats propelled 
in wholt or in part by steam. 

Mr. Williams, from the committe on naval affairs 
reported a bill explanatory of the former act for the 
better organization of the marine corps. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the following bills were 
taken up, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next: 

The bill for the collection of bank notes of and 
under the denomination of $20 in the District of 
Columbia. 

The billto regulate the issuing and circulation of 
bank paper in the Dictrict of Columbia. 

Mr. Lumpkin, submnitted the following, which he 
would desire to lay on the table for the present, but 
would take occasion to call up atan early day. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, ‘That 
the president of the senate and the speaker of the house 
of representatives do adjourn their respective houses, 
sine die, on Monday, the day of May next. 

Mr. Lumpkin said he bad offered this resolution 
on his own reflection, and without consaltation with 
any one. He had offerred it with the view of bring- 
ing it before the consideration of congress, and he 
meant to follow it up until he had some definite ac- 
tion on it. Already had they been there three 
months in session, and what useful law had been 
adopted? If Randolph were to raise from the dead, 
he might be apt to charge us with feeding too long 
at the public crib. Look out of our windows, said 
Mr. L. and see nature putting forth in all her love- 
liness, and inviting us to be engaged in useful em- 
ployment. As faras experience had gone, he had 
found that in proportion as our sessions were pro- 
tracted, so, ia a like ratio, had the public business 
been neglected. He thought, if more attention 
were paid to the admonitions of Washington, 
Franklin and Jefferson, it would be better for the 
country. This resolution was not the ebullition of 
an idle moment, but rather the conviction that it 
Was a matter of imperative duty. 

Mr. Webster entirely concurred with the gentle. 
man in his objects: He thought with the senator 
that nothing was more fo be deprecated than the 





long sessions of congress which were becoming too 
much in vogue. There was nothing in the present 
state of the public business that required a later 
session than thal contemplated by the senator from 
Georgia, and he assured him that he would go with 
him most heartily and sincerely in bringing itto a 
close within the period suggested. 

Mr. Lumpkin rose tu thank the senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, and to say that he should feel bound to 
act on this measure with any party that gave it the 
most support. 

A debate then ensued on the printing of a memo- 
rial containing information from capt. Partridge in 
relation to the militia, plans of fortification, &c. in 
which Messrs. Prentiss, Pierce, Tappan, King, 
.Phelps and others participated. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the aria jira of placing on the 
pension roll the name of John McClanahan, of Mis- 
souri, who served in the regular army of the United 
States, and was wounded in the battle when gen. St. 
Clair was defeated by the Indians in the northwest. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the committee on commerce in re- 
lation to allowing a debenture on coal to the Trans- 
atlantic Steam Navigation company. 

The question was argued by Messrs. Davis, 
Wright and others, in favor of the report, and by 
Messrs. Buchanan, Claylon and Betis, against it. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, made a motion to lay the 
subject on the table; on which question the yeas 
and nays were asked, when there appeared for it 
26, against it 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, Bu- 
chanan,Clay, (of Alabama), Clayton, Crittenden, Dix- 
on, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Knight, Linn, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Phelps, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, 
(of Indiana), Spence, Sturgeon, Wall, White, Wil- 
liams—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cuthbert, Davis, Hubbard, King, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Preston, 
Ruggles, Strange, Tallmadge, ‘Tappan, Webster, 
Wright.—16. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

March 3. Memorials and petitions were present- 
ed and referred as follows: 

By Mr. Norvell, a memorial from the legislature 
of Michigan, asking for the survey of a rail road 
route from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river; 
and asking, also, a grant of land along the line of 
said route. 

Also, from the same, asking for the erection ofa 
lirht house and the improvement of the harbor at 
the mouth of Clinton river, on Lake St. Clair. 

Also, from the legislative council of Wisconsin, 
asking a survey for a rail road from Platteville 
to the Mississippi river, and for a grant of land 
along said route. 

By Mr. Southard, a memorial praying congress 
to enact a general bankrupt law; which was refer- 
red to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Henderson, from the committee on roads and 
canals, reported a bill for the relief of the Eagle 
rail road and Lumber company, with an amend- 
ment. 

The bill to renew and continue the office of 
commissioner of pensions was received from the 
house of representatives, with an amendment, re- 
ducing the salary of the commissioner froin 3,000 
to 2,500 dollars. 

Mr. Hubbard moved that the senate concur in 
the amendment of the house. 

Mr. Southard hoped that the amendment would 
not.be concurred in. 


this evening, the office would expire by limitation, 
and the secretary of war, had informed him that he 
would feel compelled to issue an order to close the 
office. 

Mr. Wright hoped the bill would be disposed of 
this evening. 

Mr. Southard intimating that the bill must be de- 
bated, it was not further acted on. 

The bill to relinquish to the state of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her ad- 
mission into the union, to be applied to the making 
of a road or roads leading to said state, was taken 
up, and, after being discussed by Messrs. Clay, of 
Alabama, White, Norvell, King, Hubbard ani others, 
on motion of Mr. Grundy, the further discussion 
was postponed until to-morrow, in order to take up 
the special order, (the report of the select commit- 
tee on the assumption of state debts). 

Mr. Fulion spoke in favor of the report, and was 
followed by Mr. Webster, who made some few re- 
marks in reply to Mr. Calhoun of a prior date, to 
which Mr. Calhoun replied. Mr. Buchanan then 
made some remarks, denying the inferences drawn 
from his speech by the senator from Massachusetts, 





ide. Davis). Mr. Davis replied at length, and 
then the senate adjourned. 


Mr. Hubbard said that if the bill were not passed 





March 4. During the morning hour a number of 
memorials were presented remonstrating against the’ 


employment of bloodhounds in Florida. Laid on 


the table. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented a petition for prohibit- 
ing the use of ardent spirits in the army and navy 
aiid in the capitol! Laid on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun offered a declaratory resolution, in 
regard to the obligations of tlre iaws of nations, and 
designed to have particular reference to the case of 
the brig Enterprise, driven by stress of weather in- 
to Bermuda. Laid on the table till to-morrow. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill for the further relief of insolvent 
debtors. It was read and ordered to be engrossed. 

- The bill for the continuance of the office of com- 
missioner of pensions was next taken up; and the 
question being on concurring in the amendment re- 
ducing the salary of the commissioner from $3,000 
to $2,500 per annuin, gave rise to some discussion, 
in which the motion was supported and opposed by 
senators on both sides, without distinction of party. 

Mr. Preston said he hoped the senate would not 
concur in the amendment. He wished the bill 
amended in a particular point which could not be 
reached except by sending the bill back to the 
house. He also thought the salary of $3,000 a 
year but a fair compensation for the services of the 
officer. 

Mr. Clay of Alabama, thought fit, on this ac- 
count to charge Mr. Preston with inconsistency, as 
he professed to be a friend of retrenchment and 
economy. 

Mr. Preston replied with great animation and 
force, repelling the imputations of inconsistency, 
and declaring that his principles of retrenchment 
would lead him to the support of great measures of 
economy, not to the paltry reduction of the salar 
of a meritorious officer distinguished for his faith. 
fulness and industry. 3 

The result was, that the senate concurred in the 
amendment; and the bill, therefore, having passed 
both houses, only requires the sanction of the pre- 


| sident, in order to become a law. 


The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
report and resolutions of the special commiitee on 
the subject of state debts. 

Mr. Grundy made a long and elaborate speech in 
defence of the report. He complained of the mis- 
representations and denunciations with which he 
had been assailed by the opposition senators and by 
letter-writers. And, after speaking until near four 
o’clock, gave way, without concluding, to a mo- 
tion for going into the consideration of executive 
business. 

And then the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb, 27. The jourual having been 
read, the speaker announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
Campbell, of South Carolina, from the committee of 
elections, together with the amendments pending 
thereto, [as given hereafter. ] 

Mr. Crabb, (who held the floor from yesterday), 
being about to resume his remarks, ‘ 

Mr. Adams rose and asked the gentleman to yield 
for a moment, to enable him to make a report from 
the select committee on the Smithsonian bequest. 

Mr. Crabb expressed himself willing to yield the 
floor, provided the house would receive the report 
by universal consent; but said he could not yield it, 
if an objection was made. * 

Mr. Turney rose and objected. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, asked Mr. Crabb to yield 
the floor, to enable hii to lay before the house, (as 
the reporter understood, though he could not dis- 
linctly hear, owing to the confusion), an executive 
communication to the committee of ways and ineans 
on the subject of a bill now pending before the 
house, and urging the necessity of action thereon. 

Several objections were made. 

Mr. Granger rose to inquire whether the hono- 
rable chairman of the committee of ways and means, 
(Mr. Jones), had not himself voted, the day before 
yesterday, to lay every thing aside, in order to pro- 
ceed with the case of the New Jersey contested 
election? . 

.The speaker, Gentlemen are notin order. The 
gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Cradd), is entitled 
to the floor, and will proceed in bis remarks. 

The resolution which had originally been moved 
by Mr. Campbeil, the chairman of the committee, 
was in the following words: 

“Resolved, That the committee of elections be au- 
thorised to have such papers printed, under its diree= 
tion, as may be thought necessary to facilitate ita in- 
vestigation into the subjects referred to its considera- 
tion.” ee 


To which resolution, Mr. Cave Johnson heretd« 


' fore offered the following modified amendment: ~~ 
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_ To report to this house such papers and such of 
their proceedings as they muy desire to have printed 
by order of the house; and that they be instructed 

so to report forthwith which five of the ten individu- 
als claiming seats from the state of New Jersey re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole 
state for representatives in the congress of the United 
States at the election of 1838 in said state, with all the 
evidence of that fact in-their possession: Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
prevent or delay the action of said committee in taking 
testimony, and deciding the said case upon the merits 
of the election.” 

To which amendment Mr. Fillmore heretofore 
moved the following modified amendment: 

“Strike out the word ‘forthwith,’ and insert after the 
words ‘greatest number of,’ and before the word ‘votes,’ 
the word ‘lawful? so as to read ‘and that they be in- 
structed also to report which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from the state of New Jersey received 
the greatest number of lawful votes.’”’ 

_Mr. Crabb then resumed his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the amendment of Mr. Cave Johnson, and 
had not concluded, when, the morning hour having 
elapsed— 

Mr. Briggs asked for the orders of the day. 

Mr. Cave Johnson inquired of the chair what the 
orders of the day were? 

The speaker aig they were the senate bills on 
the speaker’s table. 

Mr. Briggs inquired of the chair whether, after 
those bills were disposed of, the bill providing for 
the reappointment of the commissioner of pensions 
would not come up next in order? 

The speakey said it would. 

Mr. Bond inquired of the chair whether the bill 
from the senate, commonly known as the sub-trea- 
wey bill, had yet been referred? 

‘aay speaker said no; the bill was on the speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. Cave Johnson called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to proceed to the orders of the day; 
which were ordered. ‘ 

Mr. Morgan moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Brown, of Tenn. asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were yeas 80, nays 97. So the call was refused. 

And the question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion that the house proceed to the orders of 
the day, and was decided in the negative: Yeas 95, 
nays 103. 

So the house refused to pass to the orders of the 
day. : 
And the resolutionand amendments in relation to 
the New Jersey contested election thus remaining 
before the house— - 

Mr. Crabb then resumed the floor and continued 
_ his remarks, which had been interrupted by the ad- 
journment yesterday. He continued to address the 
house in opposition to the ainendment proposed by 
Mr. Cave Johnson, requiring an immediate report 
from the cominittee of elections, until four o’clock, 
when a number of gentiemen rose at once for the 
floor, but it was obtained by 

Mr. Medill, of Ohio, who, however, yielded toa 
motion for adjournment, which was decided in the 
affirmative by yeas and nays: yeas 104, nays 838. 

So the house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb.28. Mr. Jones moved to suspend the 
rules in order to introduce a resolution, that the 
consideration of the bill reported by lvim in relation 
to the issue of treasury notes be made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at one o’clock, and 
at the saine hour every day thereafter until it should 
have been finally disposed of. 

Mr. Stanly moved a call of the house, 

Mr. Turney demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas 62, 
nays 95. So the house refused to order a call. 

Mr. Jones then modified his resolution so as to 
exclude from its effect Monday in every weck. 

The question then recurring on suspending the 
rule, it was decided by yeas 102, nays 86. 

There not being two-thirds in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Medill, of Ohio, who had the floor from yes- 
terday, then addressed the house in support of the 
amendment, moved by Mr. Cave Johnson to a re- 
solution previously moved by Mr. Cumpbell, chair- 
man of the committee of elections; and continued to 
speak till the expiration of the morning honr. 

The house then passed to the orders of the day, 
and several private bills from the senate were read 
twice and referred to their appropriate committees. 

The private bills and business before the house 
having been disposed of, the chair stated that doubts 
had arisen, in his mind, as to the mode of proceed- 
ing in the business. 

The morning hour for reports had expired; the 
rule in relation to private business had been satis- 
fied; and the rules did not specify whether any or 
what class of public business was now. in order.— 
This, then, being a new case, not satisfactorily | 


———_- 





| 


provided for by the rules, or by decisions under 
them, the chair submitted it to the house whether 
it was not now competent for a majority of that 
body to determine the business to which it would 
proceed—as it could not have been designed by the 
rules to place the house in a position in which 
two-thirds were necessary to do any thing but ad- 
journ. : 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved that Mr. Medill have 
liberty to resume his speech and proceed. 

The question of order submitted by the chair was 
then debated by Messrs. Evans, Holleman, Cave 
Johnson, Petrikin and Lincoln. 

Mr. Rusell made an appeal to the honse on the 
subject of the great number of private claims that 
were before the committees, and of the injustice 
that was done tothe claimants by the continued 
procrastination of any action upon them. He hop- 
ed that such a construction would be given to the 
rules as would enable the committees having charge 
of these claims now to make reports. : 

And Mr. R. sert to the clerk’s table a resolution 
embracing that object, which, however, the chair 
decided to be not now in order. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved the previous question. 

Mr. Rice Garland suggested that the speaker had 
submitted a proposition which was not in order. 
The speaker had a right to decide what the order 
of business was, and any member feeling dissatis- 
fied with that decision had a right to appeal. But 
Mr. G. knew of no rule.which authorised the 
speaker to present a resolution for the decision o 
the house, and he objected thereto. 

The speaker said the gentleman from Louisiana, 
(Mr. Garland) was wrong. The speaker of the 
last congress had submitted a question in this man- 
ner to the judgment of the house. 

Mr. Garland took an appeal; which, however, 
was not pressed. 


And the question recurring on the demand fo1 
the previous question, there was a second. 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 


Mr. R. Garland asked for the yeas and nays; |- 


which were ordered. 
And the main question, (under the interrogatory 


submitted by the chair and given above), which 
was— 


“Is it competent for a majority of the house to 


determine to what business it will proceed?” 


Was then taken and decided in the affirmative: 
yeas 107, nays 66. 

So it was decided that it was competent for a 
majority of the house to determine to what busi- 
ness it would proceed. 

Mr. Craig then moved that the house proceed to 
the consideration of the pending resolution and 
amendments in relation to the New Jersey election. 


Mr. Briggs ruse to move an amendment to that 
inotion. 


A scene followed cf great confusion and uproar. 
Various motions were submitted at one time—ques- 
tions Of order raised, &c. which resulted ina mo- 
tion by 

Mr. Briggs to amend the motion of Mr. Craig by 
striking out all after the words ‘proceed to the con- 
sideration of,” and inserting the words “the bill to 
continue the office of commissioner of pensions.’’ 

Mr. Dromgoole demanded the previous question. 
And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. Briggs called for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment which were ordered. 

And the main question, being on the amend- 
ment, was then taken and decided in the negative— 
yeas 83, nays 102. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the sootion of Mr. Craig, and was decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the house resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution and pending amendments in relation to the 
New Jersey election. 

Mr. Medill continued his remarks, and concluded 
at half past 5 o’clock. 

The speaker gave the floor to Mr. Brown, of Ten. 
who, after a few preliminary remarks as to the ne- 
cessity of action and the requisitions of the public 
business, called for the previous question. 

Mr. Crabb tnoved a call of the house. 

Mr. Rice Garland asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
72, nays 93. So the call was refused. 

Mr. Monroe moved an adjournment, but with- 
drew the anotion; when 

Mr. Bell moved to lay the resolution and amend- 
ments on the table,and asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 





were: yeas 87, nays 101. So the motion to lay on 
the table was rejected. 


— 
_—— 


And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second, 

And the main question was ordered te be now 
taken. 

Mr. Turney called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. , : 

And the question being first on the amendment 
of Mr. Fillmore to the amendment of Mr. Cave 
Johnson. ; 


Mr. Fillmore finaliy modified the same so as sim. 
ply to insert the word ‘lawful’ before the word 
‘*votes,”’ 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
Yeas 96, nays 96—(alie.) , | 

And the speaker voting in the affirmative, the 
vote stood yeas 97, nays 96. So the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. A ‘motion was 
here made to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being taken, 
were yeas 8, nays 167. So the house refused to 
adjourn. 

And the question then recurring on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cave Johnson, as amended. 


Mr. Rice Garland inquired of the chair whether, 
if the amendment was rejected, the question would 
not then be on the original resolution, as reported 
from the committee of elections? 

The speaker replied affirmatively. 

And the question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, as amended, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: Yeas 103, nays 90. So the amend- 
menf, as amended, was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, the yeas and nays were, by general con- 
sent, dispensed with. 

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. Briggs moved that when the house adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next; which motion, 
by yeas 62, nays 93, was rejected. 

Aud, at a little before 8 o’clock, the house ad- 
journed. 


Saturday, Feb. 29. 
read— | 
The speaker, for the first time during the exist- 
ence of the 26th congress, proceeded to call the 
committees forreports, and the following reports 
were inade, viz: 

Mr. Vunderpoel, from the eommittee of ways 
and :neans, reported a bill to provide for the sup- 
port of the military academy for the year 1840; 
which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Curtis, from the committee on commerce, 
reported with an amendment, the senate bill “to 
cancel the bonds given to secure duties upon ves- 
sels and their cargoes employed in the whale fishe- 
ry, and to make registers lawful papers for such ves- 
sels,”? and the bill was referred to 2 committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Curlis gave notice that he would, when in or- 
der to de so, move for leave to introduce a bill to 
establish a system of uniform laws on the subject 
of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 

Mr. Habersham, from the same committee re- 
ported a bill to amend an act entitled “An act to 
remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed by 
fire at the late conflagration in the city of New 
York in December, 1835, passed July 7, 1838;” 

A number of reports on private claims, were 
made from various committees, and appropriately 
disposed of. 

Mr. Habersham, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the map of the southern coast, from 


The journal having been 


the mouth of Savannah river, whieh was made upon 
the survey of Charles Wilkes, of the United States 
navy, be printed, under the direction of the committee 
on commerce; and that five thousand copies be pub- 
lished, one hundred of which shall be deposited in the 
navy department for the use of the navy. ; " 

Mr. Clifford moved an amendment, to insert in 
the resolution, after the word “‘printed,”’ the words 
‘by the printers to the house.” 


After some conversation between Messrs. Clif- 
ford, Curlis, Evans and Habersham, Mr. Albert 
Smith moved the previous question, Mr. Cave John- 
son moved to lay the resolution and amendment on 
the table. 

fA voice, “and the bloodhounds with them, I 
hope. ] 

On which motion the yeas and nays were_ order- 
ed, and being taken were—yeas 69, nays 96. 

So the motion to lay the resolution and amendment 
on the table was negatived. 

And the question recurring on the demand. for 
the previous question, Mr. Habersham appealed to 
Mr. Smith to withdraw the demard, in order that he 
(Mr. H.) might make an explanation. ; 

Mr. Smith declining to withdraw his motion, the 





question was put, and the call for the previous 
question was not seconded, the vote being—aye® 
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67, noes 70. So there was no “second”? to the de- 
mand. 
ve Mr. Jones, of Virginia, indicating his intention to 
move that the house proceed to the consideration of 
the bill continuing the office of commissioner of 
ensions— 6 
The speaker said that the hour kad elapsed, and 
thereupon announced the private orders of the day. 
Mr. Habersham moved that the house proceed 
with the reports of committees. 
~The speaker said it would require a vote of two- 
thirds. 
Mr. Briggs inquired of the chair whether there 
were any private bills before the house? 
The speaker said yes, there were some that 
had been referred to the committee of the whole to- 


day. 

Mr. Habersham moved a suspension of the rules 
to proceed with the reception of reports from com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Hoffman called for tellers, and they were ap- 
pointed; and the vote having been taken, (Messrs. 
Hoffman and Ramsey acting as tellers), stood— 
ayes 83, noes 59, (not two-thirds in the affirm- 
tive). 

So the rules were not suspended, to enable the 
house to proceed to-day with the reception of re- 

orts. 

. Mr. Johnston, of New York, wished to offer a re- 
solution. 

Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
rules to enable hiin to offer the resolution, (concern- 
ing S. D. Langtree’s contract for stationary), which 
was read by the clerk. 

The yeas and nays upon suspending the rules be- 
ing demanded, were oidered and taken, and resulted 
as follows: Yeas 88, nays 79. 

So the house refused to suspend the rules, (two- 
thirds being required to carry such a motion). 

Mr. Jones thereupon moved that the house re- 
sume the consideration of the bill from the senate 
continuing the office of commissioner of pensions, 
and transferring the navy pension business to that 
office. 

Mr. R. Garland demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, were—yeas 
131, nays 31. 

So the house resolved to take up the bill. 

Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, who was entitled to the 
floor; his speech on a former day having been cut 
off by the adjournment, resumed his argument in 


—_ 


Proffit, of Indiana. But, previously to doing so, 
moved an amendment thereto, which Mr. P. said he 
was willing to accept as a modification. 

[The amendment proposesa general reduction 
of salaries on a graduated scale, commencing with 
10 per cent. ou the smallest salaries, and rising 
gradually to 25 per cent. on those of $3,000 and up- 
wards. ] 

, The chaiy pronounced the amendment not in or- 
er. 

Mr. Davis took an appeal from the decision, 
but it was sustained by a large majority without a 
count. 

Mr. D. tlierenpon resumed his speech, in which, 
after quoting the compensations allowed to various 
public officers in the states, he argued that the pro- 
posed reduction of the salary of the commissioner 
of pensions was no more than just. From which 
he proceeded to a contemplation of the fiscal con- 
dition of the country, and went in advat.ce into a 
discussion of the sub-treasury bill and its effects, 
guoting and replying to the argument in its behalf 
made by Mr. Buchanan in the senate. 

Mr. Petrikin called him to order on this ground, 
but the chair decided that a question of salary open- 
ed the whole subject, and Mr. D. was suffered to 
proceed. He continued to speak about an hour, 
when he yielded to a motion for adjournment. 

And the honse adjurned, 

Monday, March2. Mr. Davis, of Indiana, asked 
leave to report from the coinmittee on the printing 
of the house which being granted by consent, he 
made, by order of the committee, a motion, that it 
have the time for its report postponed till the 16th 
of the present month. 

A conversation arose in which Messrs. Davis, 
Graves, R. Garland, W. C. Johnson, Cooper, ot 
Georgia, and Evans took part, as to the reason for 
this request, which Mr. D. stated to be the absence 
of the chairman (Mr. Black), who, however, was 
expected back ina few days. It further appeared 
that the committee were divided in opinion, (in the 
absence of the chairman), and the chairman had 
expressed a wish that they should not come to any 
final action till he returned. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved to amend the motion 
by ‘substituting the 10th for the 16th, but the 
amendment did not prevail, and the request of the 
Committce was agreed to, 





The chair now proclaimed that the question be- 
fore the house was on the instructions proposed to 
be given to the committee on roads and canals in 
reference to the Cumberland road, and that Mr. 
Bell was entitled to the floor. ) 

Mr. Lincoln remonstrated, and very respectfully 
suggested to the chair that, according to an express 
rule of the house, this day was set apart for the re- 
ception of petitions, and that no subject lying over 
from a previous day could be taken up except by 
express order of the house. 

The chair decided that, inasmuch as the subject 
of the Cumberland road, which came up on a peti- 
tion, had, by order of the house, been taken up on 
the last petition day and debated, and the debate 
bad not been concluded, that subject came up this 
day as the unfinished business. 

From this decision Mr. Lincoln took an appeal, 
which he argued with much earnestness, insisting 
on the injustice of suffering one petition, which 
caused debate, shutting out all the other petitioners 
of the union from having their petitions considered, 
as long as gentlemen chose to protract that debate, 
which might be till the end of the session. 

Mr. Adams opposed the decision of the chair on 
the ground that an amendment had been made to 
the rules on his own motion, expressly to prevent 
such result as that for which the chair contended. 

Messrs. Graves and Briggs made some remarks 
on the point of order. When 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The motion was seconded by the house, put, and 
carried. And the main question being ‘shall the 
decision of the chair stand as the judgment of this 
house?”’ it was decided by yeas and nays as follows: 
yeas 120, nays 61. 

So the decision of the chair was sustained. 

Mr. Bell now took the floor, but, before proceed- 
ing in his speech, expressed his willingness to 
waive his privilege for the present if the whole sub- 
ject could be postponed to a day certain. 

[Cries of “no, no”—*no postponeinent”—*go 
on’?’—**go0 on.’’| 

Mr. Bell conceiving it be the general wish of the 
house that he should now proceed, went at large 
into a speech in which he discussed the conduct of 
the executive department in relation to the appro- 
priation for this road, and contended that it furnish- 
ed no pledge to the south that the president was op- 
posed, on principle, to works of internal improve- 
ment, nor to the north that he was in favor of thein, 
He characterized the management adopted as a des- 
picable juggle, which ought to receive the counte- 
nance of no honorable man. 

Mr. B. continued to address the house till four 
o’clock, when— 

The speaker gave the floor to 

Mr. Casey, of Illinois, who proposed, he said, to 
make a very short speech. And, in the first place, 
he would modify his amendment. 

{Mr. C. here modified his instructions so as to 
leave the amount to be appropriated for the year 
1840 discretionary with the committee, instead of 
being specific, as in the original instructions.] 

Mr. C,. proceeded to say that be probably owed 
an apology to the house and to his constituents for 
having offered to instruct the committee at all; but 
he had done so because he was sure that, without 
instructions, the committee never would have made 
any report on the subject. 

And now, to make way for the reception of peti- 
tions, which were blocked by this memorial and 
the instructions moved thereto, knowing that there 
were a great number of gentlemer, ag well as him- 
self, who were anxious to have an opportunity to 
present petitions, and as the debate had already ta. 
ken a wide range, and had occupied the house, at 
intervals, for a space of time approaching to a 
month, on a point which he had supposed might 
have been disposed of in half an hour, he would 
move the previous question. 

[Loud cries of ‘tno, no.”} 

Mr. Casey Let us try it at all event. 

Mr. Crabb moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Coles moved an adjournment; which motion 
prevailing, by 86 ayes against 57 noes. 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March3. Mr. Russell asked leave, on 
behalf of Mr. Ererett, (detained from the house by 
indisposition), to present and have referred certain 
memorials. 

Objection was made. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. ila- 
bersham, from the committee on commerce. 

Which said resolution Mr. Clifford had hereto- 


fore moyed to amend by inserting after the word | 


“printed.” the words ‘by the printers to the honse ” 





“Strike out all after the word ‘resolved,’ and insert 
that the map of the southern coast, from Tybee island 
to Hunting island, including a chart of the mouth of 
the Savannah river, which was made upon the survey 
of Charles Wilkes, of the United States navy, be Jlitho- 
graphed, by the order of this house, under the super- 
intendence of the topographical bureau, and that four 
thousand copies be published, two hundred of which 
shall be deposited in the navy department for the use 
of the navy, and two hundred in the libraty of con- 
gress for safe keeping.” - 

Mr. Habersham supported the resolution in re- 
marks of some length, in the course of which he 
referred to the course of previous congresses in au- 
thorising the publication of these maps; and, in 
reply to some remarks made on a former occasion 
by Mr. Albert Smita, went into some statistical 
facts in relation to the commerce of Savannah, as 
compared with that of Portland, in Maine. 

Mr. Curtis said he was aware how precious the 
time of the house was, especially in the morning 
hour, when the committees were waiting to make 
their reports, and it seemed:to him that the whole 
of the morning hour of this day ought not to be 
expended in this discussion, as he perceived it 
would be, if the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Ciif- 


ford) persisted in the amendment he had proposed. 


If the gentleman from Maine would withdraw his 
amendment, he might, with his (Mr. C’s) appro. 
bation, change the original resolution so as that the 
inap should be printed or published under the di- 
rection of the clerk of the house. 

Mr. Clifford, consenting, withdrew his amend- 
ment, and the resolution was modified in the man- 
ner specified. 

And the question recurying on the resolution as 
modified— 

Mr. Curtis moved the previous question; but, on 
the urgent request of Mr. 4. Smith, and on his 
pledging to renew it, withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Smith then replied briefly to the remarks of 
Mr. Habersham, and called upon all those who 
were true advocates of retrenchment to go with 
him in cutting down all unnecessary expenditures, 
of which he believed this to be a part. 

Mr. S. renewed the demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. Curtis asked the gentleman to withdraw it 
to enable him to make a single remark. 

{The cries of ‘no. no,” question,” were here 
very loud, and Mr. Curtis, in the midst of them, 
made an explanation, consisting of a single sen- 
tence, which the reporter could not hear with suf- 
ficient distinctness to report it correctly. 

And the question being taken, the demand for 
the previous question was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Anderson asked for the yeas and nays on the 
tnain question, (being on the adoption of the reso- 
Intion as modified), which were ordered, and, be- 
ing taken, were yeas 84, nays 95. So the resolu- 
tion was rejected. 

Several reports from committees were then pre- 
sented, 

‘he hour having elasped, the honse, on motion 
of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, passed to the orders of 
the day, to wit: the senate bills on the speaker’s 
table. 

And the senate bill making an appropriation for 
the Redriver raft (to which certain instructions 
had heretofore been moved by Mr. Biddle) coming 
up, and Mr. Beatly, of Pennsylvania, being enti- 
tled to the floor— 

‘Mr. Jones, of Virginia, said that, with the per- 
mission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Beatty), he would ask the house now to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill providing for the con- 
tinnation of theoffice of commissioner of pensions. 

Mr. R. Garland objected. 


Mr. Jones sent tothe clerk’s table the following 
communication from the war departinent, which 
was read for information: 

March 4, 1840. 

Public notice is hereby given that the office of 
cominissioner of pensions is closed from this date, 
the law which constituted it having expired by its 
own limitation. 

War depariment, March 3, 1840. 
Ty peAR str: This notice must be given tothe 
public to-morrow, if there be no action on the bill 


| before your house to day. The inconvenience and 


suffering to the pensioners and claimants will be 
great indeed, but the executive has done every 
thing in ifs power to avert the evil. I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. J. W. Jones, chairman of com. ways and 
means, hovse of reps. 


Mr. R. Garlund said he could also state, on the 


Mr. Clifford now modified his amendment to/ authority of the secretary of war, that unless the 


read as follows: 


bill making appropriations for the Red river raft 
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was passed, the sum of forty-five thousand dollars 
would be lost to the government in a month. 

‘Mr. Jones moved a suspension of the rule, which 
motion prevailed, two-thirds having voted therefor. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
bill to continue the office of commissioner of pen- 
sions until the 4th of March, 1842. 

The pending questions being on the motion 
heretofore submitted by Mr. Profft, to reduce the 
salary of the commissioner from $3,000 to $2,500; 

Mr G. Davis, of Kentucky, who held the floor 
from Saturday last, said he had no particular de- 
sire to continue his remarks at this time, and that, 
as*the exigency of .the case seemed to be pressing, 
he would waive his right to proceed, and would 
‘move the previous question. And there was a 


ssecond. The main question was ordered to be now 


taken. ; 
And the main question, being on the adoption of 


‘the amendment, was then taken, (by yeas and 
nays, as heretofore ordered), and was decided in 
the affirmative; yeas 89, nays 85—so the amend- 
ment was adopted. The bill was ordered to a third 
reading at this time. 

And the bill having been read, and the question 
being on its final passage— 

Mr. Profit asked some gentleman better ac- 
quainted with the matter than himself, to give him 
some information as to what was the object of trans- 
ferring the duties which formerly devolved on the 
secretary of the navy to the commissioner of pen- 
sions, as was done by this bill. 

Mr. Starkweather rose to move a reconsideration 
of the vote just taken on the amendment. 

The speaker said the gentleman would then have 
to move two reconsiderations: first, of the vote by 
which the bill had been ordered to a third reading; 
and, secondly, of the vote by which the amend- 
ment had been adopted. 

Mr. Starkweather moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill had been’ ordered to a third read- 


ing. 

Deis conversation here ensued between Messrs. 
Adams, Starkweather and the speaker as to the mode 
in which the question was again to be got at—of 
which, however, the reporter could scarcely hear a 
word. It resulted in the withdrawal, by Mr. 
Starkweather, of the motion he had submitted. 

And the question recurring on the final passage 
of the bill— 

Mr. Hoffman said that, if in order, he would now 
move to recommit the bill for the purpose of 
striking out the 4th section. That section provided 


‘that the naval pension fund which had always been 


under the direction of the secretary of the navy, 
should now be transferred to the charge of the 
agent—Mr. Edwards. Jn the first place, that pen- 
sion fund did not come out of the ordinary resources 
of the government. It had been created by the 
gallantry of the navy in the war of 1812, 13 and 714; 
and they had always looked to the secretary of the 
navy as their trustee to fulfil the objects for which 
the fund had been created. If the 4th section 
should now be struck out, there was another bill 
coming from the senate which had especial refer- 
ence to the naval pension fund of the United States; 
and when this bill eame up, there would be time to 
discuss its provisions, and to make such arrange- 
ments as to the manner in which the fund should 
hereafter be managed, as might be thought advisa- 
ble. This was the only motive which he now had 
in moving torecommit the bill for the purpose of 
striking out the 4th section. It might give much 
dissatistaction to the officers of the navy that the 
guardian to whom they had a right to look should 
be released from all responsibility—that the fund 
should be mingled up with the other funds of the 
government, and to be accounted for, not to the 
secretary of the navy, but to the secretary of war. 
Mr. Jones, of Virginia, would give a brief expla- 
nation in regard to this proposition. He was de- 
sirous to have done so before, and would have 
done so had it not been for the necessity which ex- 
isted that the bill should be acted upon without de- 
lay. It was true that a portion of this fund had 
been created under the enactment of congress, and 
consisted of prize-money taken in the war of 1812, 
713 and 14, and which was set apart for this pur- 
pose. Another portion, called the naval hospital 
fund, consisted of a portion of the wages of officers 
and seamen belonging to the navy. This fund, 
heretofore, had been under thedirection of the se- 
cretary of the navy, but, owing to a communication 
from that officer himself, (Mr. J. supposed), the 
matter was taken up in another branch of the legis- 
jJature, and this section of the bill was incorporated 
into it. {M.J. here read an extract from the re- 
ort of the department, to show that the section 
had been introduced at the instance of the secretary 
of the navy himself.}] The laborimposed upon the 
sceretarp of the navy wasso great that he could 





not discharge the duties, and the consequence was |. 


that they must, of necessity, be devolved upon a 
subordinate clerk: In the present case, the propo- 
sition was to put the fund in charge of the com- 
missioner of pensions, where there would be a suf- 
ficient responsibility; and, although it would not 
be direct to the secretary of the navy, yet it would 
be direct to an officer of equal grade with the se- 
cretary of the navy. The fund would bein the 
charge of a naval officer who had performed faith- 
ful public service, and there would be more respon- 
sibility, and a prospect of a better discharge of the 
duty than under existing arrangements, coupled to 
the additional prospect of an uniformity of de- 
cision through the whole system of pension laws. 
Mr. J. then moved the previous question, but 
withdrew it at'the request of Mr. Hoffman, and on 
the pledge of that gentleman to renew it, 

» Hoffman said that the very difficulty which 
he had apprehended from want of time had now 
presented itself. It was important that this bill 
should be passed to-day; and neither the patience 
nor the time of the house would admit of a satis- 
factory investigation now. It was for this reason 
that he had submitted his motion in such general 
terms. If the house should hereafter think that 
this 4th section was right, they could, after having 
come to a deliberate judgment, incorporate it into 
the naval pension fund bill, when it should come 
up, in the course of two or three weeks. If, how- 
ever, the house should now pass the section with- 
ont understanding its effects, or listening to the 
arguments which might be urged against it, it would 
be too late, when the nava! pension fund bill should 
come up, to make the desirable alteration. He did 
not, therefore, mean to offer any substitute at pre- 
sent; he merely wished the house to strike out the 
section so as to give time for consideration. 

This proposition contemplated a very important 
change, so far as it regarded the interests of the na- 
vy; and yet the change might be right or might be 
wrong. It was a most important change—preg- 
nant with good as with evil to that body. The 
amendment had never passed through the commit- 
tee on naval affairs, which was the appropriate 
committee to have passed judgment upon it, and to 
have presented it tothe house. Now, if the house 
would agree to strike out the section, they would be 
in the same position as though it had never been 
introduced. It might be adopted precisely as it 
stood, or it might be rejected hereafter, when the 
naval pension fund bill should be under considera- 
tion. But it seemed unfair and unkind that a mea- 
sure of somuch importance to the navy should be 
disposed of in this summary way, without even 
time for inquiry, or without having passed through 
that channel to which they had a right to look for 
the guardanship of their interests. 

Mr. H. being then about to renew the demand 
for the previous question, in redemption of his 
pledge to Mr. Jones, 

Mr. Monroe urgently appealed to Mr. H. to with- 
hold the deinand—which Mr. H.said he could not 
do, being pledged to renew it. 

And the previous question being then again de- 
manded— 

The speaker said the main question would be on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Hoffman moved to strike out the 4th sec- 
tion. ° 
The speaker said it could only now be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. Hoffman said if universal consent could not 
be obtained, he must move to recommit the bill. 

Mr. McKay rose and objected. 

Mr. Lawrence hoped the objection would be with- 
drawn. It was very important that this bill should 
be passed to-day, because the commission of the 
commissioner of pensions would expire. The 
house had not had any opportunity of examining 
the 4th section. That section seemed to him to 
carrv with it very important powers, and he con- 
fessed he was not, at this time, ready to vote upon 
it. It might be right or wrong—he did not say. 
But, at the same time, he desired that it might be 
stricken out now, and introduced into some other 
billif it be right. At all events, time should be 
allowed for inquiry. 

Mr. McKay declining to withdraw his objec- 
tion— 

Mr. Hoffman moved a recommitment. 

Mr. Turney inquired if, after the previous ques- 
tion had been called, a motion to recommit was in 
order? 

The speaker answered in the negative. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
Jones, Clifford, Briggs and Banks, on the point of 
order, 

When, the question being put, the-demand for 
the previous question was seconded. And.the main 
question was ordered to be now taken. 





And the main question, being on the passa Sof 
the bill, was decided by yeas an nays, “8 fallow: 
yeas 157, nays 7. F 

Mr. Waddy Thompson immediately moved a re. 
consideration of the vote just taken, and went into 
avery animated remonstrance on the injustice 
which would thus be perpetrated by the house ip 
relation to a fund which was not its own, and to. 
ward which it stood only in the relation of a trus- 


tee. 


Mr. Munroe followed on the same aide, enforc. 
ing his views with great earnestness, insisting that 
the fourth section of the bill ought to be stricken 
out. 2 

Mr. Hubbard, of Alabama, moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, put, and carried, 

And the main question, being on the reconside. 
ration, was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 
— 67, nays 83. So the house refused to recon- 
sider. 


The title of the bill was then agreed to; ‘and the 
subject passed from the house, and the bill needs 
at the signature of the president to become a 
aw. 


The unfinished business coming up nextin or. 
der was the motion of Mr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, 
to instruct the committee to whom the bill from 
the senate to’ continue the work on the Red river 
raft was referred, to report in reference to certain 
points therein stated. 


Mr. Beatiy, of Pennsylvania, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the house in support of the 
bill, particularly on the ground of its bearing on 
the improvements of the Alleghany river, and on 
the general system of internal communication by 
rivers and canals throughout the interior “of the 
union. He closed his speech by moving the pre- 
vious question, but withdrew the motion at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. Biddle, who spoke with earnestness in op- 
position to the bill, as setting an evil precedent cal- 
culated to lead subordinate officers to violate their 
instructions, and those interested in their doing so, 
to presume upon the lenity of the government. He 
dwelt also on the constitutional objection toa _ bill 
appropriating money originating in the senate. 

Mr. Pope admitted that there was weight in the 
last objection, but wished that subject reserved, to 
be embodied in a declaratory bill. He then advo- 
cated the appropriation, dwelt on the great uti- 
lity of the work, and the loss which must ensue 
should the work be suspended; when he went off 
at a tangent to the merits of general Harrison, and 
the prospects of his election, &c. exciting thereby 
much meriment in the house, in which he seemed 
himself in no small degree to participate. Mr. P. 
closed by moving a reference of the bill'to the 
committee of ways and means; on which question 
he demanded the previous question. He withdrew 
this demand, however, under the pledge that it 
should be renewed by 

Mr. Petrikin, who spoke with warmth in. oppo- 


| sition tothe bill, as going merely to reimburse a 


parcel of speculators who bad advanced money to 
go on with the improvement of the raft, that they 
might be enabled to sell fine cotton land above it, 
which they had purchased at a dollar and a quarter, 
for fifteen and twenty dollars an acre. He fulfilled 
his pledge by closing with a motion for the previous 
question. 

Mr. Cross, of Arkansas, wished much an oppor- 
tunity to explain; but the rule was enforced, which 
forbids all debate alter the previous question has 
been moved. 


Mr. Garland suggested to Mr. Biddle to modify 
his instructions; but Mr. B. declined. 

Mr. Garland then asked a division of the ques- 
tion, so that it might be taken first on the commit- 
ment, and then on the instructions. 

Mr. Cave Johnson now moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; but the house, by yeas and nays, 
rejected the motion: Yeas 63, nays 92. 

But, before any question was taken on the com- 
mitment of the_bill the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 4. Mr. Petrikin expressed 
his desire to offer a resolution, which he wished 
should be read for information. 

Mr. Ogle said he should object, because his col- 
league was in the habit of objecting to every thing, 
and he desired he should know how it felt. 


Mr. Petrikin thereupon moved to suspend the 
rules; when—Mr. Ogle withdrew his objection. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee of accounts be i1- 
structed to report to this house all the .facts in relation 
to furnishing this house with s:ationery by the clerk, 
including the difference of price paid for the stationery 
furnished to the senate and obra furnished this house; and 
further, that they report all the facts relative to contracts 
made by the clerk with 8. D. Langtree for lithograpinz 
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certain maps authorised bv the last congress to be pub-| 
lished, Aidahd peice paid for the copperplate engraving 
of the same maps published by order of the senate; 
and that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers in order to enable them to comply with 
the foregoing instructions. 
~ Me. Johnston, of New York, moved to amend the 
esolution by.substituting for it the following: 
- Whereas itis alledged that the clerk of this house, 
without the authority of law, or sanction of the house 
of representatives, did, on the 25th day of March and 
23d day of December last, make two several contracts, 
in writing, with one S. D. Langtree, and by which 
contracts said Langtree agreed to furnish all the sta- 
tionery, and execute all the lithographing and copper- 
plate engraving which should be required for the 26th 
congress, as may more fully appear by referring to said 
‘contracts respectively: ih 
And whereas it is alledged that, in pursuance of said 
contract or contracts, said Langtree (‘ho is neither a 
stationer, lithographer, nor engraver) has furnished and 
delivered to said clerk, for the use of this house, a large 
quantity of stationery, and has presented his bill for the 
same, amounting to $19,521 64; and that said statione- 
ry (particularly the paper) is of an inferior quality, and 
is charged at prices equal to 20 per cent. above the 
usual prices of stationery of the best quality and by 
which difference of price and quality this government 
(if said bill is allowed) wouid sustain a loss of more 
than $4,090 for the stationer y already delivered; and 
that, if said contracts should be sanctioned by this 
house, and continued in foree during the 26:h congress, 
the government would be subjected to a sacrifice of 
more than $15,009, arising from the employment: of 
another person to perform the duties which the clerk 
himself is required to perform by the resolution of this 
house passed March 3, 1827, and under which it has 


“been thg uniform practice of the clerks of this house to 


furnish the stationery, until the making of the contracts 
above referred to: ‘Tnerefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the clerk of this house has no power 
or authority to meke any prospective contract which 
will\require an application of moneys out of the con- 
tingent fund ot this house, or an appropriation by con- 
gress to satisfy the same, without the express authority 
of this house; and that the contracts referred to in the 
foregoing preamble are wholly inoperative and void. 

Resolved, nevertheless, ‘That if the said Langtree 


two contracts, then and in that event the committee on 
accounts are hereby authorised to audit and ailow to 
him his bill for stationery already delivered, and ser- 
vices performed, under said contracts, subject to such 
deductions as ought to be made therefrom on account 
of the quality and the prices charged therefor. And 
that said coinmittee have power to send for persons and 
papers. 

Mr. Johnston then went at large into a speech in 
support of the resolutions, in the course of which 
two contracts were read, dated the 25th of March 
and the 23d December last; also the joint resolu- 
tions ander which the stationery had been furnish- 
ed to both houses since the year 1815. 

Mr. Di omgoole declined a reply on the merits of 
the case, but objected to having the subject brought 
in this way before the house when there was no re- 


port from the committee, nor any part of the proof, 


on which the question ought to be decided. He 
concluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. Lawrence and Mr. W. C. Johnson both ap- 
pealed to him to withdraw his motion, but he re- 
fused to do so. 

Mr. Petrikin modified his resolution (so as to 
make it read as given above). 

The previous question was seconded. Yeas 97, 
nays 73, and being put was carried: yeas 110, nays 
79; and the main question being on the adoption 
of the resolution as modified, it was unanimously 
adopted: yeas 180, nays 0. 

Mr, Jones, of Virginia, rose and indicated his 
wish to offer a resolution at this time. 

Mr, Campbell, of South Carolina, rose and re- 
quested the gentleman from Virginia to allow him 
to make a report from the committee of elections— 
* a question which he believed was one of privi- 

ege. 

Mr. Jones said the gentleman could make his re- 
port after the resolution had been laid belore the 
house. 


Mr. J. then asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That this house will, at one o'clock to- 
morrow, resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, to consider house bill No 
18, providing for the issuing of treasury notes, and 
that it be made the special order at that hour on 
each succeeding day except Mondays, uantil the bill 
shall be disposed of, to take precedence of all other 
businéss. 

Mr. J. said he felt great concern about the adop- 
tion of this resolution. The condition of the trea- 
sury rendered it imperious that there should be di- 
rect action on the bill. 

A number of objections having been made— 


Mr. Jones moved a suspension of the rules, and 





asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


‘Mr. Campbell, of south Carolina, said he felt con- 
straiaed by a sense of duty to move to lay the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules on the table. 

The speaker said such a motion was not in order. 

Mr. Bell. Will the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Jones) state to the house whether it is his in- 
tention to move the consideration of the sub-trea- 
sury bill contemporaneously with that indicated in 
his resolution? 

Mr. Jones said it was his most anxious desire to 
get hold of the sub-treasurv bill, as he believed it 
to be the desire of every gentleman belonging to 
the party with which he acted. And the only rea- 
son why he had not, up to the time, made some 
mention in regard to it was, that it bad never been 
reached (being among the business on the speaker’s 
table) up to the present moment. No gentleman 
was more anxious than he was to take it up; and 
he was glad that this opportunity had been afforded 
him of expressing what he believed to be the una- 
nimous opinion of the entire party with which he 
acted. 

Mr. Biddle (who spoke amidst much confusion) 
was understood to say that, asa member of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, he hoped the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Jones) would 
find favor. Mr. B. thought it incumbent on those 
who intended to resist this treasury note bill, as he 
intended to do, to afford an opportunity for prompt 
action. 

Mr. Lawrence desired to ask the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means (Mr. Jones) one 
question. 

The uproar here became very great; and there 
were loud cries of ‘“*no—no—order—question,” &c. 

The speaker said the whole of the remarks which 





had been made were out of order. The question 
was on the motion to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Bell (who was heard, though very indistinctly 
by the reporter, above the commotion) was under- 
stood to say that he claimed the privilege of say- 
ing to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Jones) 
that, if he would propose to take up the sub-trea- 


r ee fsury bill, and to refer it to the committee of the 
shall (in writing) elect to give up and cancel the said | 


whole on the state of the union, it would not be 
resisted. 

The speaker called to order. 

And the question on the motion to suspend the 
rule was then taken and decided in the negative: 
yeas 116, navs 68. 

So (there not being two-thirds voting in the af- 
firinative) the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Campbeil, of South Carolina, then rose and 
said that he was instructed by the coimmittee of 
elections to make a report. 

The speaker said that reports from the committee 
of elections were not in order. The committee on 
public lands was the first to be called, (the call 
having been suspended there on a previous day). 

Mr. Campbell said he offered the report then, as 
a privileged question, under the direction of the 
house ‘to report forthwith,” 

The speaker said he was of opinion that the ques- 
tion was not one of privilege; atid that the words 
‘*to report forthwith,” as contained in the resolution 
adopted by the house, did not make this subject a 
special order. 


Mr. Campbell thereupon moved a suspension of 
the rnle, to enable him to make a report. 

On which motion Mr. Cave Johnson asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


Mr. Crabb was understood say that, before the 
vote was taken, he desired to inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee of elections whether he was 
prepared to report ali that the house had ordered? 

The Cries for “order” were here very loud, and 
the speaker directed Mr. Cra6d to take his seat. 


Mr. Crabb thought it was the privilege of a mem- 
ber to receive information, in order that he might 
not vote in the dark. 


Mr. Bell. Probably gentlemen might vote in fa- 
vor of suspending the rule, if they possessed tie 
information sought. 

The speaker. There can be nodiscussion of this | 
kind on a motion to suspend the rule. Gentlemen | 
cannot proceed except by unanimous consent. 

And the question was thea taken, and decided in 
the negative: Yeas 104, nays 78. Ces 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Vunderpoel asked leave to introduce a series 
of resolutions referring the president’s message to 
the appropriate committees. 

And the resolutions were here read for iuforia- 
tion. 

Mr. Lewis Williams (and others) objected. He 
hoped-the business cf the house would be permitted | 
to proceed in its regular order. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said they were the ordinary reso- 
lutions referring the message tu the committees. 


Mr. Lewis Williams said they could come up in 
their regular time. . ‘ | 

Mr. £vans said the usual course had been to refer 
the message to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, that it might there be referred to 
its pt ghyan committees. It had never been re- 
ferred by a series of resolutions in this way. If the 
honorable member from New York (Mr. Vander- 
poel) would move its reference to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, Mr. E. would 
have no objection. 

Mr. Vanderpoel. If it getsinto committee of the 
whole, it will never get out again, gentlemen are 
so anxious to throw out their president-tnaking 
speeches. 

Mr. V. thereupon moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Alford (by general consent) sent to the 
clerk’s table a series of resolutions relating to the 
sub-treasury, and which he indicated his intention 
to move as an amendment, if the rules were sus- 
pended for the admission of the resolutions of the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. 4ddams was understood to inquire of Mr. Van- 
derpoel what bis object was in offering these resolu- 
tions? If it was that the message should go to the 
committees without going to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union at all, he (Mr. A.) 
should vote against the suspension of the rules. It 
would be a revolution in the practice of the house 
suci: as he-would never sanction. But if the gen- 
(leman meant that, after being referred to the com- 
mittees, the message should be discussed in com- 
mittee of the whole, he (Mr. A.) would vote in ta- 
vor of the suspension. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said he would respond to the in- 
quiry of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Adums). The friends of the administration— 

Mr. White, of Kentucky,. submitted to the chair 
that all this discussion was out of order. 

The speaker said it was. The question was on 
suspending the rule, which was not debateable. 

Nr. Vanderpoel said, to answer the inquiry of the 
gentleman frou Massachusetts directly and without 
episode, he would state that it was not his intention 
to have the message referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union; and that, so far as 
his vote went, it should be kept under the control of 
the house. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative: Yeas 104, nays 85. e 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. 4bbot Lawrence then rose and moved that 
the annual message of the president be referred to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Dromgoole hoped that motion might prevail. 

Mr. Clifford asked Mr. Lawrence to modify his 
motion so as to except so much of the message as 
related to the northeastern bourdary, in order that 
that portion might be referred to the committee ou 
foreign afkairs. 

Mr. Curtis said that could be done in committee. 

The speaker then said that, hearing no objection, 
he would put the question. 

And thereupon the question was taken, and the 
motion of Mr. Lawrence having prevailed— 

The message was referred to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved that the house do now re- 
solve itself into committee upon the said message. 

The speaker said the motion was not in order, the 
first business being reports from committecs. 

And, it being now a quaiter past 3 o’clock, the 
speaker proceeded to call the committees for re- 
ports, (pursuant to the rule which sets apart one 
hour for the same), coinmencing with the comwmit- 
tee on public lands, where the call had last been sus- 
pended. 

A number of reports were made, an account of 
which will be given hereafter. 

Mr. WW’. C. Johnson, from the committee for the 
District of Columbia, offered a resolution authoris- 
ing that committee to einploy aclerk. (The reso- 
lution was subsequently so modified as to limit the 
compensation to four dollars per day.) 

Mr. Craig opposed the resolution. 

Mr. Petrikin demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Turney moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble; which motion was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, there was a second. 

Aad the main question was ordered, and, being 
taken, (by yeas and nays), was decided in the nega- 
tive: Yeas 62, nays 86; so the resolution was re- 
jected. 

: The call for reports had proceeded only so far as 
the committee on the judiciary, when the hour hav- 
ing elapsed — ai 

Mr. &. Garland called for-the orders of the day 





Pending which motion, the house adjourned. 
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a table means of investment. 
'_ “The sugar beet is also 'va'uable as food for stock, par- 
ticularly milch cows. Its productiveness is great, and 


are only haif as large as on the last days of last week.” 
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Banx stock. The effects of the recent proceedings 
at Harrisburg, has beer to depress the price of United 
States bank stock full four per cent.in the New York 
market. On the 2d sales were made at 69 to 71. 


Beer sucar. We were not aware of the extent to 
which the manufacture of sugar from the beet has been 
carried on in Europe. ‘Itis stated in the N. York Jour- 
nal of Commerce that the quantity of beet sugar ma- 
nufa in France elgium and Gerinany in 1833 
amounted to 150,000,000 lbs.—and it is confidently ex- 
pected that the crop of 1839 will reach two hundred 
millions of or two hundred thousand hhds. 
which is nearly four times the average crop of Loui- 

iana. It has become no longer a matter of experiment, 
as a regular business, affurding 


but is now considered 











the crop does not exhaust the soil. ‘The sugar beet is 
cultivated to some extent in this country, and it might 
become a prominent article of cultivation generally, 
since in point of soil and climate no region is better 
fitted for its growth than the United.States. [Amer. 


Corron. The news from Havre to the 10th and Li- 
verpool to the 6th January, infuses activity into the cot- 
ton market. New Orleans dates of the 22d ult. says, 
on arrival of the information 10,000 bales changed 
hands, 4,000 bales on the 2Ist, and the market closed 
last night firm, at the rates which we bring forward 
from last week. Bete . 

Liverpool classtfication 


Ordinary, 6 a 61-2 cents 
Middling, 8a 71-2 
Fair to tully fair, 9a 91-2 
Good fair, 10 a101-2 
Good and fine, 111-2 a— 


Mobile dates of 22d Feb. says:—“T'he accounts via 
New Orleans, to the 10:h January, have caused to-day, 
a brisk demand, at a quarter of a cent advance.” 

Charieston, South Carolina, dates of the 29:h ult. 
says—there has been considerable animation among 
dealers in Upland, and about 10,523 bags have been 
taken at 5a 9 3-4cents. We quote Liverpool classifi- 
cation—ordinary and inferior 6 1-4 a 7; middling and 
middling fair 7 1-2 a 8; fair to fully fair 81-4 a8 1-2; 
good fair 8 3-4.a 9; choice 9 1-2 per Ib. 

New York dates of the 2d instant say: ‘Our stock 
of cotton has become so much reduced, and the assort- 
ment so inuch broken, that shippers are compelled to 
stay their hand for want of stuck. ‘The sales to-day 


Deatus. The hon. John Rutherford. This venera- 
ble man expired on Sunday last, after a painful illness 
of some months, at Edgarstown, New Jersey. He was 
the last of the senators under Washington and at the 
period of his death had just completed his poe ee 

ost. 

The venerable James Maury, late United States 
consul at Liverpool, died in New York, on the 23d ult. 
aged 95 years. . 

Excnance. Domestic exchange (says the New York 
papers of the 2d inst.) are much the same as last week. 

‘he rates to-day are as follows: Philadelphia 6 1-4a 
6 2-3; Baltimore 5 1-25 3-8; Richmond 6 1-2a7; 
Charieston 3 1-4a3 1-2; Savannah 526; Macon 9al0; 
Mobile 7 1-2a7 3-4; New Orleans 4 1-2. 


Fire in Witmineron, Det. Acslip from the office 
of the Delaware Gazette informs us that a fire broke 
out in that city on Wednesday 26th ult. in a stable 
in Shipley street, near the post office, and in the 
invst populous part of the city. ‘The stable was de- 
s:royed togetier with two horses and a cow which were 
in it, and a three story brick house at the corner of 
Shipley and Fourth streets, occupied by Stephen Boddy, 
and a two story brick house below the stable also touk 
fire, the former of which was destroyed down to the 
second floor. ‘he wind being high at the time, the 
fire was communicated, by the flying of sparks, to 
a number of buildings at the distance of several squares; 
but none of them were materially injured. | Much fur- 
niture was destroyed or greatly injured. ‘The follow- 
ing is a summary of the property destroyed or in- 
athe stable and hotel of Mrs. McGee, in Fourth 
street, the first entirely consumed, and the roof and 
second story of the later burnt, and furniture consi- 

ably injured. 
eae toes story house at the corner of Shipley and 
Fourth sweets, owned by David ©. Wilson, burnt to 
the second story, and the furniture of Mr. Boddy, the 
occupant, considerably injured. ; 

Tne grocery store of Mr. J. Menough, burnt to: the 
second story, and the goods and jurniture much broken 
and otherwise injured. ois 

The adjoining building occupied as a millinery store, 
roof and third story burat. 

The building on the corner of Market and Fourth 
streets, occupied on the first floor by Mr. Ziba Ferris, 
asa watclunaker’s shop, Joseph Brinhurst as a drug) 
store, Misses Barr & Brown, as astock and millinery 
store, A. Shadd, as a barber shop, a.id ihe second story 
by Mr. W. M. per as and ollice—ihe roof and part 

“the durd story Durat. 
"4 he ded M ag the Uuion bank—roof and garret floor| 
Jul if. : . : . 
D The adjoining buildings, occupied by judge Milli. 





gan, root aud garret fl.or burn’, aud furnmure greatly 
myued. 


- Whether or not the buildings were insured, we have 
liana. 2 ee ee ee 


There is not a shadow of doubt that the fire is the 
work of design. — 


Fiovur. Market prices at New York on the 3d inst. 
5 50a5 75; at Philadelphia 5a5 12; at Baltimore 4 87a 
5; spent from this port last week amounted to 
21, barrels. At least 50,000 barrels have been 
brought to this market within the last four weeks, most 
of which is shipped at Alexandria. Wagon price 4 75, 


Importations. The number of paekages of dry 
goods imported from Liverpool into New York, in the 
month of January the last six years; were as follows: 


Packages. Packages. 
1835, 8,860 | 1838, 5,100 
1836, * 14,105 | 1839, 13,612 
1837, 16,372 | 1840, 2/959 


Average of the six years 10,163. This shows a di- 
minution in the average importation of the last month 
of 7,209 packages from the port of Liverpool only. 


Iron stEamBoat. The iron steamboat Valley Forge 
has returned to Pittsburg from her recent trip to New 
Orleans. Her speed has ‘not been so great as was 
expected, in consequence of her fire hearths being too 
small, but this defect will be remedied forthwith, wnen 
she will depart for St. Louis. ‘The Pittsburg Gazette 
states that, in all other respects, she has been found to 
answer admirably. Her security against snagging is 
ascertained to be very great. In addition to her hay- 
ing, without injury, ran against a snag which had pre- 
viously sunk another boat, it is stated that she had 
another severe trjal in running against a bluff sand 
bank while under full headway, without receiving the 
slightest injury, or taking in one drop of water. 

[American of the 25th ult. 


THE MAIL AGAIN. Extract of a letter to the editor of 
the Patriot, dated Washington, February 28. 

“T learn from a correct source that the committee 
from the Baltimore and Philadelphia rail road compa- 
ny, had a meeting to-day with the postmaster general, 
and that they have agreed upon ail points as to a re- 
storation of the mail upon their road, except one, of 
seeming trifling importance to the company. It is this: 
the department claims the right of changing the sche- 
dule as to the time of departure, which is resolutely ob- 
jected to by the company. This is regarded as abso- 
lutely necessary, so that a complete connection may be 
preserved in the great mail route; they were told the 
postmaster general had no intenuon, nor did he think 
it probable, that any alteration would be made. Upon 
this point, however, the committee make issue, and re- 
fuse to contract to carry the mail. I still hope they will 
yield the point and come into the measure; or, if this is 
not done, that all further negotiation may be brought at 
once to an end, that the public and all parties concern- 
ed may know what to do, and act accordingly. 


Missions. By the last annual report of the Ameri- 
can board of Foreign Missions it appears that the re- 
ceipts for the year ending July 31, 1839, exceeded those 
of the former year nearly eight thousand dollars. The 
missions under the care uf the board are twenty-six, 
embracing 77 stations at which 136 ordained missivn- 
aries are engaged. ‘The whole number of missionary 
laborers sent out by the board, including ordained 
ministers, pliysicians, teachers, printers and other as- 
sistants, male and female, is 875, who with nine native 
preachers and ninety-eight other native helpers, make 
the whole number of persons laboring at the Several 
missions under the patronage of the board, four hun- 
dred and eighty-one. ‘I'he receipts for the past year 
have been $240,169 82. ‘I'he number of printing es- 
tablishments is 14; of presses 24; of type foundaries 4; 
of churches 52; of church members 7,311; of seminaries 
7, containing 363 pupils; of boarding schools 10, con- 
taining 344 pupils; of free schools about 359 containing 
about 10,000 pupils. 

A statistical schedule is given of all the officers, mis- 
sionaries, and stations of the board, from the beginning 
ot operations about the year 1810 down to the present 
year. ‘I'he number of missionary ministers educated 
at theological seminaries is stated at one hundred and 
fifty-four since the organization of the board. Of these 
one-half were from Andover, twenty-eight from Prince- 
ton, a&c. [American, Feb, 24. 


Ram roaps. The amount paid by the Providence 
rail road company, for the purchase of the Seekonk, 
rail road, including cars, &c. is $34,955 70, 

‘The gross receipts of the Providence rail road com- 
pany, were last year, $313,907 44; expenditures in- 
cluding the above, damages to water power company, 
second track to Roxbury, a&c. $194,411 48; capital 
$1,732,000 00; dividend 8 per cent. or $142 560 Ov, 

The Lowell rail road company’s receipts were 
$241,219 94; exnenditures- 92,15) 44; dividend 8 per 
cent. on $1,650,000 00 or $126,000, 

The Worcesier rail road received $231,807 18, and 
expended $126,384 83; dividend 6 1-2 per cent. 
capital $1,800,000 00. The eastern rail road _re- 
ceived $125,623 15; expenditures $53,176 17; dividend 
$60,772 00. ‘The total expenditures on the road to 31st 
December, were $1,306,196 89. 

The ‘Taunton rai road r cive 1 $53,018 78; expended 
$40,711 73; dividend 6 per cent. on 8250,000, 

[Bosion Democrat, 

Second annual report of the Philadelphia, Wilming- 
ton and Baltimore rail road company. We have -e- 
ceived a copy of this report in the form of a-neat pam- 


pean] 


phlet. . It contains a statement of the cost of:eonstruc- 
tion Of the road, the materials, amount of labor, &c. 
and aliudes to the late unsuccessful negotiations be- 
tween the company and the postmaster general in re- 
ference to the transportation of the ma The total 
receipts of the road for the last year, ending December 
31, 1839, amounted to $490,635 55, exceeding the to- 
tal receipts of the preceding’ year, $118,720 61. Of the 
gross aggregate receipts, the sum of $414,974 76 was 
received from passengers. From the returns of the 
way-bills it appears that 213,650 persons were booked 
wa space, over the road during the year. 

_ The company’s works have cost in their construc- 
tion $4,379,225 17, including all expenses. A dividend 
on the capital stock was declared in July last, and 
another of 3 1-2 per cent for the last six months paya- 
ble on the first of February. . [American. 


Mohawk and Hudson. ‘The annual report of the Mo- 
hawk and Hudson rail road company shows that dur- 
ing the year 1839 the nett protits of the road were 

917 06—being nearly six and a half per cent. on 
the capital. ‘The committee who made the report pro- 
pose improvements and retrenchments which will 
place the company in a still stronger position, and in- 
sure a further increase of dividends. 


Columbia, Harrisburg and Cumberland Valley rail 
road. ‘I'he arrangements on these roads are so judicious 
and complete, that the ,travel and tran-portation be- 
tween Philadelphia and Chambersburg are prosecuted 
with as great facility as if the three roads were under 
one management and propnelonmny, A case in point 
is mentioned in the Philadelphia Inquirer: 

A train of 17 cars left the warehouse of Messrs. 
Craig, Bellas & Co.on Wednesday last was taken 
from the head of the inclined plane by one of the state 
engines on Thursday morning, reached Carlisle on 
Friday, was loaded with 456 barrels of. flour at the 
warehouse of Mr. Henry Rhoads, and started on Sa- 
turday morning to return to Philadelphia. This train 
arrived in safety at the warehouse in tbis city, on Mon- 
day evening, the 24th—the same eodwaded. line that 
had set out the preceding Wednesday, and occupying 
but four working days in the whole trip, This is, in- 
deed, gratifying intelligence, and will be read with 
feelings of pieasure by our business community. The 
officers of the state road, are, we are assured, exerting 
themselves to the utmost to facilitate trade and travel. 


Satt. This article constitutes an important item in 
the internal trade of the state of New York. The 
salt springs of Salina, apparently inexhaustible, yield 
annually large supplies of this indispensable commo- 
dity, which is carried westward by the canal; and 
finds a ready market in the interior. Within the year 
1839 in the townof Salina 2,804,718 bushels of salt 
were inspected, being a larger quantity by 289,686 
bushels than was ever inspected there before in one 
year. 


Tres in New York. The whig papers have made 
great ado about the severity of the pressure in New 
York in consequence of the perseverance of the banks 
in continuing cash payments. The following from 
the Journal of Commerce shows how far their state- 
ments are to be credited: 

‘We do not deny that New York has suffered se- 
verely, but a friend whois very well acquainted with 
affairs, has kept a list of the failures since the second 
break in Philadelphia—the compound fracture, as it 
may well be termed—and it amounts to fifty. Part 
of these, however, are not absolute failures, though 
there are probably enough not on the list, to compen- 
sate for thiss ‘The U.S. bank, by its expansions and 
contractions in its palmy days, used to break twice 
this number in a month.” [Post of 27th. 


Waces. The Hagerstown Torchlight says that 
“the laborers on the Franklin rail road, now in pro- 
gress of construction, received $100 per day, last tail. 
‘hey now receive but 75 cents. ‘The laborers on the 
Balumore and Ohio rail road, west of Harper’s Ferry, 
at the commencement of that work received $1 25 per 
day—they now receive 62 1-2 cents. And after the 
suspension’ of operations on the canal, some weeks 
ago, hundreds and hundreds of laborers were willing 
and anxious to work for their boarding, but could not 
get employment.” 


Woot. The Albany Cultivator estimates the num- 
ber of sheep in the wool growing states of the north 
at 15,000,U00, At the rate of three pounds per fleece, 
rthe clip of 1839 would be forty-five millions of pounds. 
The priee of wool has ranged from forty to sixty cenis 
per pound. ‘Taking the low average of forty-five cents 
the last clip of wool would be worth more than twen- 
ty millions of dollars. ~ 

The growing of wool at the present prices of tlie 
article is thought to be a good business. ‘The Cullti- 
vator however suggests very sensibly that sornething 
more than ordinary care should be extended to the 
flocks; and that good wool, bringing goud profits, is 
not to be expected from sheep that get their living as 
they can find it, being exposed in the meantime to all 
the vicisitudes of a severe and variable climate. Care- 
ful atten:ion to those animais will be abundantly repaid 
to the farmer. It is known that the quality of the 
fleece may be greatly improved by a course of atten- 
tive nurture and feeding ot the sheep» The best Eng- 
lish breeds have been broughi te their fine condition by 
such means. Mr’ Bakewell, by proper managemeut 


aud a judicious system of crossing, reared his exce!- 





lent stock out of ordinary breeds.  [Balt. American. 
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